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SECTION 12 21 00

WINDOW BLINDS
08/10

PART 1   GENERAL

1.1   REFERENCES

The publications listed below form a part of this specification to the 
extent referenced.  The publications are referred to in the text by basic 
designation only.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (NFPA)

NFPA 701 (2010) Standard Methods of Fire Tests for 
Flame Propagation of Textiles and Films

U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL (USGBC)

LEED NC (2009) Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design(tm) New Construction 
Rating System

1.2   SUSTAINABILITY REQUIREMENTS

Materials in this technical specification may contribute towards contract 
compliance with sustainability requirements.  See Section 01 33 29 LEED 
DOCUMENTATION for project LEED NC local/regional materials,  recycled 
content,  low emitting materials, rapidly renewable materials requirements.

1.3   SUBMITTALS

Government approval is required for submittals with a "G" designation; 
submittals not having a "G" designation are for Contractor Quality Control 
approval.  Submittals with an "S" are for inclusion in the Sustainability 
Notebook, in conformance to Section 01 33 29SUSTAINABILITY REQUIREMENTS.  
Submit the following in accordance with Section 01 33 00 SUBMITTAL 
PROCEDURES

SD-02 Shop Drawings

Installation

SD-03 Product Data

Window Blinds; G
Installation

SD-04 Samples

Window Blinds; G

SD-06 Test Reports

Window Blinds
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SD-08 Manufacturer's Instructions

Window Blinds; G

SD-10 Operation and Maintenance Data

Window Blinds; G

SD-11 Closeout Submittals

LEED Documentation

1.4   SYSTEM DESCRIPTION

Provide window treatment, conforming to NFPA 701, complete with necessary 
brackets, fittings, and hardware.  Each window treatment type shall be a 
complete unit provided in accordance with paragraph WINDOW TREATMENT 
PLACEMENT SCHEDULE.  Mount and operate equipment in accordance with 
manufacturer's instructions.  Windows to receive a treatment shall be 
completely covered.

1.5   DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING

Deliver components to the jobsite in the manufacturer's original packaging 
with the brand or company name, item identification, and project reference 
clearly marked.  Store components in a dry location that is adequately 
ventilated and free from dust, water, or other contaminants and has easy 
access for inspection and handling.  Store materials flat in a clean dry 
area with temperature maintained above 50 degrees F.  Do not open 
containers until needed for installation unless verification inspection is 
required.

1.6   WARRANTY

Provide manufacturer's standard performance guarantees or warranties that 
extend beyond a 1 year period.

PART 2   PRODUCTS

2.1   WINDOW BLINDS

Provide each blind, including hardware, accessory items, mounting brackets 
and fastenings, as a complete unit produced by one manufacturer.  All parts 
shall be one color, unless otherwise indicated, to match the color of the 
blind slat.  Treat steel features for corrosion resistance.  Submit samples 
of each type and color of window treatment.  Provide aluminum horizontal 
louver blind slats 6 inch in length for each color.  Provide 6 inch sample 
of horizontal blind slats  in black color.  Also submit results of Fire 
resistance, Flame Spread, and Smoke contribution tests.

2.1.1   Horizontal Blinds

Provide horizontal blinds with  1 inch slats.  Blind units shall be capable 
of nominally 180 degree partial tilting operation and full-height raising.  
Blinds shall be outside mount.  Provide tapes for 2 inch slats with 
longitudinal reinforced vinyl plastic in 1-piece turn ladder construction.  
Tapes for 1 inch slats shall be braided polyester or nylon.

SECTION 12 21 00  Page 2



MISSION LAUNCH COMMAND CENTER
Wallops Island Flight Facility, Wallops Island, VA

2.1.1.1   Head Channel and Slats

Provide head channel made of steel or aluminum with corrosion-resistant 
finish nominal 0.024 inch for 1 inch slats.  Provide slats of aluminum, not 
less than 0.008 inch thick, and of sufficient strength to prevent sag or 
bow in the finished blind.  Provide a sufficient amount of slats to assure 
proper control, uniform spacing, and adequate overlap.  Enclose all 
hardware in the headrail.

2.1.1.2   Controls

The slats shall be tilted by a transparent tilting wand, hung vertically by 
its own weight, and shall swivel for easy operation.  Provide a tilter 
control of enclosed construction.  Provide moving parts and mechanical 
drive made of compatible materials which do not require lubrication during 
normal expected life.  The tilter shall tilt the slats to any desired angle 
and hold them at that angle so that any vibration or movement of ladders 
and slats will not drive the tilter and change the angle of slats.  Include 
a mechanism to prevent over tightening.  Provide a wand of sufficient 
length to reach to within 5 feet of the floor.

2.1.1.3   Intermediate Brackets

Provide intermediate brackets for installation, as recommended by the 
manufacturer, of blinds over 60 inch wide.

2.1.1.4   Bottom Rail

Provide bottom rail made of corrosion-resistant steel with factory applied 
finish. Provide closed oval shaped bottom rail with double-lock seam for 
maximum strength.  Bottom rail and end caps to match slats in color.

2.1.1.5   Braided Ladders

Provide braided ladders of 100 percent polyester yarn, color to match the 
slat color.  Space ladders 15.2 slats per foot of drop in order to provide 
a uniform overlap of the slats in a closed position.

2.1.1.6   Hold-Down Brackets

Provide universal type hold-down brackets for sill or jamb mount where 
indicated on placement list.

2.1.1.7   Audio Visual Blinds

In addition to requirements for blinds, each unit shall include light traps 
at sides, and sill.  Provide privacy blinds which provide light enhancing 
capabilities by means of hidden slat holes.  Construct light traps from 
aluminum or sheet steel, not less than 0.02 inch thick, U-shaped, with legs 
not less than 0.75 inches long for 1 inch blinds.  Round or bead edges in 
contact with blinds.  Finish inside surfaces of light traps in a dull gray 
or black color.

PART 3   EXECUTION

3.1   EXAMINATION

After becoming familiar with details of the work, verify all dimensions in 
the field, and advise the Contracting Officer of any discrepancy before 

SECTION 12 21 00  Page 3



MISSION LAUNCH COMMAND CENTER
Wallops Island Flight Facility, Wallops Island, VA

performing the work.

3.2   WINDOW TREATMENT PLACEMENT SCHEDULE

As indicated on the drawings.

3.3   INSTALLATION

Submit drawings showing fabrication and installation details.  Show layout 
and locations of track, direction of draw, mounting heights, and details.

3.3.1   Horizontal and Audio Visual Blinds

Perform installation of Horizontal and Audio Visual Blinds in accordance 
with the approved detail drawings and manufacturer's installation 
instructions.  Install units level, plumb, secure, and at proper height and 
location relative to window units.  Provide and install supplementary or 
miscellaneous items in total, including clips, brackets, or anchorages 
incidental to or necessary for a sound, secure, and complete installation.  
Do not start installation until completion of room painting and finishing 
operations.

3.4   CLEAN-UP

Upon completion of the installation, free window treatments from soiling, 
damage or blemishes; and adjust them for form and appearance and proper 
operating condition.  Repair or replace damaged units as directed by the 
Contracting Officer.  Isolate metal parts from direct contact with 
concrete, mortar, or dissimilar metals.  Ensure blinds installed in 
recessed pockets can be removable without disturbing the pocket.  The 
entire blind, when retracted, shall be contained behind the pocket.  For 
blinds installed outside the jambs and mullions, overlap each jamb and 
mullion 0.75 inch or more when the jamb and mullion sizes permit.  Include 
all hardware, brackets, anchors, fasteners, and accessories necessary for a 
complete, finished installation.

           -- End of Section --
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