National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)

Langley Research Center
Hampton, Virginia 23681-2199
SOLICITATION: NNL15ZB1002R
EVALUATIONS, ASSESSMENTS, STUDIES, SERVICES, AND SUPPORT 2 (EASSS 2)

This solicitation is a Request for Proposal (RFP) issued pursuant to NASA FAR Supplement

1815.203.

1. The EASSS 2 procurement will be conducted as a total small business set aside under NAICS code 541712, Research and Development in the Physical, Engineering, and Life Sciences (except Biotechnology); size standard 1,000 employees or less.

2.  Offerors are advised that NASA requires compliance with the requirements as set forth in FAR 52.219-14, Limitation on Subcontracting, including the requirement under paragraph (c)(1) of the clause which reads that:  “At least 50 percent of the cost of contract performance incurred for personnel shall be expended for employees of the concern.”  Based on the plain language of the clause, a small business prime may not use similarly situated entities and have the cost of their subcontract count in meeting the limitation on subcontracting requirements. 

3.  Offerors are advised that the provision L.11 has been revised to read “For the purposes of this solicitation and for proposal preparation purposes, “significant subcontractor” is defined as a subcontract greater than or equal to $5M over the entire contract period of performance.”
4.  RFP Section L contains important information on proposal preparation. RFP Section M sets forth the evaluation criteria and method for award.

5. The Government intends to award the contract resulting from this solicitation without discussions. See Section L provision 52.215-1, Instructions to Offerors – Competitive Acquisition (JAN 2004). To facilitate this process, we would like to avoid situations where proposals include substantive exceptions to the proposed contract terms and conditions, which might be unacceptable to the Government and, therefore, preclude award. The resolution of any exceptions to the proposed contract terms and conditions prior to receipt of proposals will aid the Government in its intention to award without discussions and thus streamline the procurement process.

6. Written RFP questions or comments should be submitted no later than January 22, 2015 to allow for analysis and dissemination of responses in advance of the proposal due date. Questions or comments shall be directed only to the individual identified in Section L.9, Communications Regarding This Solicitation and shall not be directed to the technical activity personnel.

7.  Block 9 of the Standard Form 33, Cover Page of the Solicitation, contains the proposal due date and delivery requirements.  Also, see Attachment 3, Office of Procurement Bid/Proposal Depository Directions.
8. The past performance volumes are requested to be submitted by February 2, 2015 by 2:00 p.m. local time. Please include Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) Codes for the prime and each significant subcontractor in the past performance submissions.

9. As identified in Provision L.16 (c), if an Offeror plans to submit a proposal, the Government requests that the Offeror provide their CAGE code and/or documentation demonstrating eligibility requirements as soon as possible, but no later than February 2, 2015, so that the Government can confirm that the Offeror possesses or meets the eligibility requirements for the facility clearance.  This will allow time for the Government to review, and/or request clarifications and additional information prior to proposal receipt. The CAGE code is to be submitted to the individual identified in Section L.9, Communications Regarding This Solicitation.

10.  Provision L.8, Proposal Page Limitations (NFS 1852.215-81), includes specific page limitation and format requirements. PAGES SUBMITTED IN EXCESS OF THE LIMITATIONS SPECIFIED IN THIS PROVISION WILL NOT BE EVALUATED BY THE GOVERNMENT.

11.  As the open communication/market research period is over, Offerors shall not submit any further information to the Government other than the proposal, questions/comments regarding the RFP, or any additional information which might be requested by the EASSS 2 Contract Specialist or Contracting Officer. Also, see Attachment 4, Communications Blackout Notice.

12.  All comments received from potential Offerors on the DRFP have been addressed by the Government and posted on NAIS/FedBizOpps.  The Government has made an effort to track the changes made from the DRFP to the Final RFP for the convenience of the Offerors. Only three DRFP documents have been revised (Sections A-M, Exhibit B, and Attachment 1).  These changes are highlighted and provided for reference.  It is the Offerors’ responsibility to carefully review and comply with the Final RFP.

13.  A Pre-Solicitation Conference was held on December 2, 2014. The conference slides and attendee list have been posted on NAIS and FedBizOpps.  Provision L.7, Pre-Solicitation/ Preproposal/Pre-Bid Conference, is now “Reserved.”
