
To recap what has been said…. 
 
This RFI is meant to help NASA plan our future steps 
toward commercialization of LEO:  
 

•  One of NASA’s objectives is to transition out of the ISS after its 
useful life to private/commercial endeavors in LEO 

•  NASA intends to perform this transition in a methodical fashion 
while the ISS is still operational 

•  By the time ISS has ended, NASA expects that commercial 
demand for use of LEO will have been established 

Question:  How does this apply to research in 
LEO?  

 
 



The ISS Research Office has investigated and 
implemented a number of commercial approaches to 
providing research services and capabilities: 
 

Ø Internal accommodations for multi-disciplinary research 
Ø  External platform for exposed research and technology 
demonstration 
Ø Precision external pointing platform for imaging  
Ø Safety Data Pack prep and PSRP representation service 
Ø Sat deployment capability 
Ø Onboard analytical capabilities 
 

 
 

Commercial Approaches 

However, more can be done 



If LEO is to become a private market for research, we need 
the industry to develop recognized industry standards and 
cost effective implementation partner services 
 
As a pathfinder for industry, ISS is seeking to commercialize 
larger aspects of the development, integration, and 
operations of NASA payloads  

 
 
 
 

Commercial Payload Integration 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  Commercial providers would use best practices to 
document compliance with ISS safety requirements, 
while proposing streamlined approach to certify payloads 

•  Provider would be responsible to research customers for 
mission success (not science results) 

•  Provider would deliver certification stating all 
requirements have been met and payload is safe to 
launch and operate on ISS 

•  Could evolve into a “certified implementation partner” 
label laying the foundation for standards accepted 
industry-wide. 

Next Step 



Benefits 

•  NASA benefits from having to perform less oversight 
and verification 

•  Researchers benefit from reduced implementation 
and operations cost and dealing with multiple 
organizations 

•  Companies benefit by 
•  Creating a market for services currently not wide-

spread 
•  Providing more cost-effective and efficient end-to-

end research services  
•  Being in greater control of their mission success  
•  Being in a better position to capitalize on 

expanding commercial market-driven research 



So… 

•  Think outside the traditional integration box 

•  Mine your industry best practices for application to 
ISS research 

•  Help us make our processes more user-friendly…
and less expensive 

•  Bring us your ideas 


