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1.0  Introduction and Scope

This partnership opportunity is for participation in a potential response to a 2013 NASA Announcement of Opportunity (AO) for a science investigation for an upcoming mission opportunity. A potential NASA/GSFC investigation may include instrumentation incorporating subsystems from non-NASA/GSFC partners. 
The AO is expected to be a single-step process with selected investigations comprising the baseline payload for the flight mission, entering Phase A in 2014. 

This partnership opportunity is being issued to select teaming partners to help prepare NASA/GSFC science instrument concepts for the proposal submittal; and to provide a spaceflight qualified instrument subsystem should the instrument be selected for flight. The subsystem NASA/GSFC is interested in finding partners for is a high-reliability, low-cost, compact electronics package (see below).

For this partnership opportunity dealing with the preparation of the submission there will be no exchange of funds between the teaming partners.  Funding will be available for Phase A and subsequent phases should the investigation be approved to continue through the mission-defined gates for flight.

2.0 Instrument Overview

The flight subsystem NASA/GSFC is interested in finding partners for is spaceflight electronics potentially including low- and high-voltage DC and RF power supplies, analytical instrument micro-controllers, valve, heater, and temperature sensor controllers, harnessing, and associated EGSE (e.g. instrument simulator) to integrate with and service a planetary spaceflight science instrument. 
More detailed information on the science instrument parameters being developed for the mission opportunity will be provided to qualified organizations following submission of a Notice of Interest (NOI). A Notice of Interest (it is intentionally not called a notice of intent) does not obligate an organization to provide a POD response. 

3.0 Pre-selection Support

SOW:  It is expected that the selected respondent will provide support using their own resources to help develop and write the Instrument proposal in response to the AO in the area of the electronics, harnessing and associated EGSE (TBD pages as specified in the AO).  This will involve meeting with the scientists and the overall instrument engineering team: to help define the end-to-end performance requirements, including interfaces to the various subsystems and the spacecraft; to define the flight instrument electronic architecture; identify study topics; and to predict performance. This will include cost estimation for all development phases.  The period of performance for this interval is expected to last ~5 months, starting approximately September 2013.
4.0 General Instructions for POD Response

Potential respondents are asked to contact the NASA/GSFC team as soon as possible after release of this document with a Notice Of Interest (intentionally not called notice of intent).  This contact does not create an obligation to respond to the POD, but allows the NASA/GSFC team to disseminate more details on the parameters of the missions being considered and provide answers to questions from potential partners. Qualified Notice of Interest respondents will receive further details on the instrument(s) that will facilitate a focused response. See Section 5.0 for the determination of qualified organizations. These details will be proprietary and competition sensitive and not to be shared outside the teams necessary to prepare a full response. 
All questions and answers will be sent to those qualified organizations who respond to the Notice of Interest, while the source of the questions shall be held confidential. Questions and answers that contain information unique to a respondent’s proprietary approach will not be shared if they are identified as such. Notice of Interest shall be sent to Julie.K.Thienel@nasa.gov via email with ‘Notice of Interest’ in the subject line, a simple sentence or two expressing interest, the details requested in 5.0 below, and address to send further information. For purposes of this partnership opportunity, the contact is Julie Thienel, Julie.K.Thienel@nasa.gov, 301.614.7016.
Responses will be treated as proprietary information and controlled as such.

The respondents shall deliver the final requested information in a presentation format, details of the format will be provided to qualified NOI respondents.  Final presentation packages must be received by 4:00PM EDT, August 15, 2013. Please provide one DVD or CD of the presentation and deliver them to: 
Julie Thienel
NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center

Code 101

Building 8, Room 301-D
Greenbelt, MD  20771

Julie.K.Thienel@nasa.gov
301.614.7016.
Alternatively, the final presentation package may be delivered electronically by 4PM EDT, August 15, 2013.  Please provide a method to access the presentation electronically, do not send as an email attachment.  
5.0 Selection Criteria for Receiving Additional Documentation
Selection criteria will be consistent with the desire to encourage cost effective partnerships between the Government and Industry.  The information will allow the evaluators to determine if respondents are qualified to support the Instrument development.   All organizations responding with an NOI shall include, in the body of the NOI email, the following information as text only: 
- Experience and past performance in spacecraft instrument proposal phases 
- Experience and past performance in delivered spaceflight system electronics, including cost performance 
Please keep the above information brief; do not include images or links.
Organizations with demonstrated heritage in providing spacecraft electronics will receive additional details on providing the final POD response.
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AO

Announcement of Opportunity

EGSE

Electrical Ground Support System

EST

Eastern Standard Time

NASA/GSFC
NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center

POC

Point of Contact
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Partnership Opportunity Document

ROM

Rough Order of Magnitude

SOW
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To Be Determined
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