STATEMENT OF WORK 

1. Background

This procurement is to support the NASA Goddard Center for Astrobiology (GCA) in the design, fabrication, and installation of an exhibit at the Goddard Space Flight Center’s (GSFC) Visitor Center as part of the GCA Educational and Public Outreach (EPO) effort.   The exhibit will make use of outdoor space at the GSFC Visitor Center.  It will be a permanent exhibit that focuses on astrobiology in the context of the time history of the Solar System.

2.  Objectives

The primary objective of the GCA exhibit is to showcase the latest scientific discoveries featuring diverse topics in the GCA research theme “Search for the Origin and Evolution of Organics, and their Delivery to Young Planetary Systems”.  GCA research focuses on understanding the origins and evolution of prebiotic molecules and water, which are the basic building blocks of life.  The exhibit will seek to engage, inspire, and communicate to the general public the excitement of scientific discovery and to educate them in the scientific processes used in the search for the origin of life. 

3.  Scope

This procurement covers the physical design, fabrication, and installation of ten display stations shall be placed along a time-sequenced path around the GSFC Visitor Center.  The contractor shall be responsible for providing the staff hours as well as the necessary materials and equipment for the physical design, fabrication, and installation of the exhibit.  GCA will provide the scientific contents, graphics, and the conceptual design of each exhibit station together with a sample layout of the Astrobiology exhibit timeline (Ref: Attachment A – GCA Exhibit Storyboard; and Attachment B – Sample Layout of Astrobiology Timeline). 

4.  Skill set/knowledge required 

The contractor must possess knowledge and experience in the design, fabrication, and installation of scientific and educational exhibits in museum and science centers, in both indoor and outdoor settings.   The contractor must have experience collaborating with scientists, and have demonstrated capability to use artistic design to engage and inspire the general public when conveying complex scientific concepts. 

5. Requirements

1) The contractor shall plan the physical design and layout of the entire exhibit using a thematic storyline and create the physical and graphical design of each display station, based on the scientific contents provided by GCA. 

2) The contractor shall produce 10 individual display stations that will be situated outdoors along a time-calibrated path at the GSFC Visitor Center.

3) Each display station shall be designed such that it is standalone and also be part of a time sequence. 

4) Each display station can utilize multiple media elements in a range of formats for presentation of scientific subjects to a diverse audience at different educational levels. 

5) The outdoor display stations shall be weatherproof and be amenable to tactile interaction with younger audience members.  

6) The outdoor display stations shall be designed to last a minimum of 10 years. The preference is for display stations to be amenable for infrequent updates if warranted by major changes in scientific contents.

7) Display stations shall be equipped with receptacles for dispensing supplementary educational materials such as leaflets and brochures. 

8) Display station design shall be amenable for replication as a traveling exhibit.  

9) All draft and final documents of design plans, drawings, graphics, and images shall be delivered in standard formats to GCA. 

10) The contractor shall work closely with GCA scientists to verify the scientific accuracy of the display station design before proceeding to fabrication. 

11) The contractor shall have at least bi-weekly teleconference and at least monthly videoconference with the GCA scientists for consultation and review of the exhibit design.

6.  Deliverables and Delivery Schedule 

     Schedule:

1) ACA:  Kickoff meeting with GCA Director, EPO Lead and Staff Scientists 

2) ACA +2 months:  Preliminary graphical and physical design for display stations and physical layout of entire exhibit.

3) ACA + 3 months:  Final graphical and physical design of display stations.

4) ACA +3.5 months:  Final review for approval to start fabrication.

5) ACA +4.5 months:  Start installation at the GSFC Visitor Center.

6) ACA +6.5 months:  Final walkthrough of completed installation for final acceptance.

7) ACA +7 months:  Exhibit open to public.

       Note:  ACA = After Contract Award

    Deliverables:

1) Monthly status reports.

2) Preliminary graphical and physical design plan and drawings [ACA +2 months].

3) Final graphical and physical design plan and drawings [ACA +3.5 months].

4) First installation of display stations [ACA +4. 5 months].

5) Complete installation of all display stations [ACA +6 month].

6) Final report [ACA +7 months at project completion].

7.  Government-Furnished Information

1) The Goddard Center for Astrobiology (GCA) will provide the scientific contents of each exhibit station, including textual descriptions to be used with displays no later than 2 months after contract award.

2) GCA will provide NASA images, graphics, videos, animations, physical models and replicas no later than 3.5 months after contract award.

3) GCA will provide the layout of GSFC Visitor Center and allocated exhibit space at the contract kickoff meeting.

8.  Place of Performance

1. The design and fabrication work shall be performed at the contractor’s site.

2. Installation shall be performed at the GSFC Visitor Center.

9.  Options:

Option 1 – Two indoor display stations that are “soft” stations with multi-media displays to allow easy content refresh with the latest scientific discoveries and the use of interactive media to enrich the visitor’s learning experience. GCA plans to exercise this option at 6 months ACA.

Option 2 – Two additional outdoor stations to enhance the presentation of the GCA scientific themes. GCA plans to exercise this option at 8 months ACA.

Option 3 – Replicate select display stations as two standalone traveling exhibit stations and produce supplemental educational handouts, such as bookmarks, posters, pamphlets and lithographs based on the exhibit. GCA plans to exercise this option at 12 months ACA.

10.  Period of Performance

1. The period of performance for the baseline configuration (outdoor stations) is seven months from contract start date.

2. Option 1 (indoor stations): Period of performance is duration of 4 months.

3. Option 2 (additional outdoor stations): Period of performance is duration of 4 months.

4. Option 3 (traveling exhibit and supplemental education materials): Period of performance is duration of 4 months

11. Attachments

A – GCA Exhibit Storyboard

Note:  The storyboard is only a draft, and the layout is only an example.  The successful quoter will work with Goddard Space Flight Center (GCA) scientists to finalize the storyboard and exhibit design and layout. 

B – Sample Layout of Astrobiology Timeline

