NASA Global Hawk Aircraft Lift Table RFQ Questions 

How does the Aircraft get on the lift?

The aircraft will be jacked up with standard aircraft jacks to a desired height. The lifts will be raised to contact the landing gear. The lifts will then be used to lift the aircraft a few inches off the aircraft jacks so that the jacks can be removed. The reverse will be performed to remove the aircraft from the lifting platforms. 
You are requesting independent controls but do you want “all” or “sync” mode too?

Independent controls act similar to standard aircraft jacks and are acceptable. “all” mode is nice to have, but not necessary.

If we lift the Aircraft up, how do you intend to lock or hold the load to the lift? Can it roll off?
Allowing the aircraft to “roll off” will not be an acceptable use of the system. Safety measures will be taken into account, for example, use of aircraft wheel chalks, a netting around the tires, monitoring levelness of aircraft.

In regards to the tires, is it possible to be off to one end as well as off to one side?

Using definitions as defined in Figure 1 and 2 of the Statement of Work, the only hard requirement for positioning the tire on the table is the relative position along the platform length. The tire position relative to platform width may be manufacture defined, if necessary. 

There is no pit and no lock down; therefore can we assume there are no eccentric forces occurring during elevated times?

Yes, these forces shall be avoided during lifting. Only external forces during lift will be at the aircraft jack locations and should be symmetrically loaded.

We are concerned with a 460/3/60 Control system. Would it be more suited to 460/3/60 primary for motors and we transform to 115/1/60 for controls?

The specification in the Statement of Work was meant for the motor control voltage. Using standard power for the control system is acceptable, but must still conform to Section 3, item D for electronic system components. 

Would you prefer cables out to the (3) three carts for a portable main cabinet or (3) independent operating units (meaning (3) three primary plug ins)?

If I understand the question, it is one power source controlling the three units or three power sources with one per unit. The tables will operate off of one power source, but a power strip can be created to accommodate three plugs. The maximum cart amperage available to the unit is 200Amps.  

What is the number of cycles expected?

This should be a system that can be working load tested yearly and can become a regularly used piece of testing equipment. This specific application will require a minimum of 10 cycles, but we expect the winning bid to have a much longer lifetime. 

What is the Maximum allowable lowered height?

Per the Statement of Work Section 3, item K, 15 inches is the max allowable. 

 Are you using the full 36” vertical travel?

Yes, the system must handle the working load during full travel.

