
NASA Ames Research Center 

NNA10343615Q-AMD    CRuSR Questions and Answers Set 1 

The following questions were received by the Contracting Officer in response to the solicitation.  

 

Q1. We would like to officially request an extension to the current July 9, 2010 due date on 
this RFQ. 

A1. The due date for receipt of quotations is extended to Tuesday July 20, 2010, no later than 
12:30 pm Pacific Time.  

 

Q2. The SOW excludes sounding rockets from this procurement.  Can you elaborate on what 
you mean by "sounding rocket" and why that is excluded and whether our rocket would be 
excluded from this procurement? 

A2. The definition for Reusable Launch Vehicle in Section 4.2 in the Statement of Work is 
hereby replaced by the following:   

Re-usable Launch Vehicle is defined for this procurement as a single or two-stage rocket 
propelled vehicle that is designed for repeated, multiple use in essentially the same configuration 
with the same components.  Following launch and flight, the vehicle will land on the ground (not 
water) no further than one kilometer from the point of launch, with at least 75% of the 
components (excluding fuel) fully intact and ready for re-use.  Balloons, sounding rockets, 
orbital spacecraft and spacecraft intended for flights beyond low earth orbit (LEO) do not fall 
within the CRuSR program definition and, therefore, are excluded from this procurement. 
 

Q3. The NASA payload is specified as 25x25x25 cm and >5-kg. We are assuming that this is 
a cube which gives us a small problem with one of our proposed launch vehicles.  Is the payload 
canister / package locked in as a cube or could it be a 25-cm diameter cylinder? …..The SOW for 
this solicitation states the payload is 5Kg, but later says that payloads will be 100Kg or less.  
Does this mean the launch vehicle must be capable of carrying 100Kg payloads even if the first 
award is for the 5Kg flight? 

A3. The launch vehicle shall have the capability to carry, as a minimum, a payload that 
weighs 5 kg and that fits in a cube 25 cm on a side.  The maximum payload that NASA might 
want to fly on one of these test flights would weigh 100 kg and would fit within a cylinder 75 cm 
in diameter by 50 cm tall.  NASA will select payloads smaller than this maximum, if the launch 
vehicle cannot accommodate a payload as large as this maximum. 

 

 



Q4. This is a question concerning foreign companies bidding for NASA CRuSR flights, aka 
the recent RFQ for suborbital scientific payload flights.  We are a (foreign country) - based, 
owned and controlled company.  Please apprise us of anything that would prevent us from 
receiving a flight contract (other than normal bid competition elements). 

A4. As noted in the solicitation, “This procurement is a total small business set-aside.  In 
accordance with FAR 19.001, a small business concern is defined as a concern that is qualified 
as a small business under the criteria and size standards in 13 CFR Part 121, and is organized for 
profit with a place of business located in the United States or its outlying areas and that makes a 
significant contribution to the U.S. economy through payment of taxes and/or use of American 
products, material and/or labor. Additional information regarding small business contracting with 
the federal government is available from the Small Business Administration at 
http://www.sba.gov/ .” 

Because this current procurement is a total small business set aside, it is governed by the 
regulations of the Small Business Administration.  From your description, it would appear that 
your company does not make “a significant contribution to the US economy through payment of 
taxes and/or use of American products, material and/or labor.”  Future NASA CRuSR –type 
solicitations may not be set aside only for small business, and companies based in a foreign 
county would be able to participate in those procurements in accordance with FAR Part 25 
Foreign Acquisitions and current export control regulations.  Or, if your company establishes 
U.S. operations, making “a significant contribution to US economy” as described in the 
regulations, you would be qualified to participate in such a procurement. 

Please also note that this solicitation includes FAR clause 52.219-6, Notice of Total Small 
Business Set-Aside, specifically paragraph (b) which states  

“(b) General.  

(1) Offers are solicited only from small business concerns.  Offers received from concerns that 
are not small business concerns shall be considered nonresponsive and will be rejected.  

(2) Any award resulting from this solicitation will be made to a small business concern.” 

 

End of CRuSR Questions and Answers Set 1 
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