
Highlights of NASA Ames Research Center’s Request for Proposal (RFP) Lunar Atmosphere & Dust 
Environment Explorer (LADEE) Project Integrated S-Band STDN Transponder Component Assembly 
NNA10317283R 
 
This RFP is intended to result in the award of a Firm Fixed Price contract.  The Government 
does not intend to acquire a commercial item using FAR Part 12.  The NAICS code and Size 
Standard is 334220 - Radio and Television Broadcasting and Wireless Communications 
Equipment Manufacturing with a size standard of 750 employees.  

The Statement of Work defines the work to be performed for Contractor design, development, 
cost estimation, fabrication, qualification, and delivery of a low cost, low mass, low power, high 
performance, single string, Integrated S-Band STDN Transponder Component assembly with 
specific modifications necessary to provide the core active component assembly of the LADEE S-
Band STDN communication subsystem supporting the LADEE mission as defined in Attachment 
2, “Integrated S-Band STDN Transponder Component Performance Specification”.  The 
Statement of Work covers the three antenna version, as well as, a two antenna, simplified, 
variant of the design. Only one version of the design will be selected for procurement award.  
Two contingent offers are being requested because the decision for the three vs, two antenna 
approach cannot be finalized until after Preliminary Design Review (PDR) in July 2010, that 
must include some of the specific solicitation technical performance parameters in the final 
design selection process, however, this RFP is being released now in the effort to promote 
competition and make LADEE mission launch dates.  The specific differences inherent in the 3 
and 2 antenna versions are described in the Performance Specification in both words and 
images. 
 
SPECIFIC FEATURES OF THIS DRAFT RFP 
 
1. SECTION B - SUPPLIES OR SERVICES AND PRICE/COSTS 
 
The Government will make a determination prior to award if the LADEE 3 Antenna S-Band 
Communications Subsystem will be procured, or if the LADEE 2 Antenna Variant S-Band 
Communications Subsystem will be procured. 
 
2. SECTION C - DESCRIPTION/SPECIFICATION/WORK STATEMENT 
 
Work shall be accomplished in accordance with the Statement of Work dated April 19, 2010, entitled 
“Statement of Work for the Lunar Atmosphere & Dust Environment Explorer (LADEE) Project 
Integrated S-Band STDN Transponder Component Assembly ,” which is incorporated in Section J, 
paragraph J.1(a) as Attachment 1, and Specifications dated April 19, 2010, entitled, “Integrated S-
Band STDN Transponder Component Performance Specification” which is incorporated in Section J, 
paragraph J.1(a) as Attachment 2. 
 
3. SECTION D – PACKAGING AND MARKING 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
 
4. SECTION E – INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
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5. SECTION F – DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
 
6. SECTION G – CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION DATA 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
 
7. SECTION H - SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS 

 (a) Incorporation of the Contractor’s Proposal clause (See Paragraph H.5).  The Contractor’s 
Mission Suitability and Cost volumes of its proposal including revision(s), submitted in response 
to the solicitation will be incorporated into the contract by reference.   

(b) Contractor Purchasing clause (See paragraph H.9).  The contract Statement of Work 
(SOW) describes the work to be performed.  The contractor may determine a need to procure 
supplies and services from outside vendors which are incidental to performing this SOW.  These 
purchasing activities should promote competition to the maximum extent possible and promote 
best value purchases; however, these purchasing functions are limited to necessary and 
incidental items tied directly to contract performance.   

8. SECTION I – CONTRACT CLAUSES 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
 
9. SECTION J - LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
 
10. SECTION K - REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF 

OFFERORS 
 
No significant features or issues in this section. 
 
11. SECTION L - INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND NOTICES TO OFFERORS 
  
(a) This procurement shall be conducted utilizing a combination of technically acceptable 
and tradeoff of predefined qualitative (value) characteristics; quality assurance plan; small 
business utilization; past performance; and price.  
 
Based on FAR 52.215-1(f), the Government seeks to select an offeror whose proposal 
represents the best value after evaluation. The Government’s requirements are stated as a 
baseline requirement. Predefined qualitative (value) characteristics beyond the baseline will 
serve as the discriminators among offers.  
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(b) A library has been developed containing applicable documents, guidance documents, 
informational documents and relevant reports, including Attachment 2, “Integrated S-Band 
STDN Transponder Component Performance Specification”.   See provision L.7. LADEE PROJECT 
INTEGRATED S-BAND STDN TRANSPONDER COMPONENT ASSEMBLY DESIGN LIBRARY 

 
12. SECTION M – EVALUATION FACTORS AND AWARD 
 
Offerors are advised to review this section carefully.  The evaluation approach is outlined in 
paragraph M.2, Evaluation Approach.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
As a final note, the information provided in these highlights is not intended to be construed 
differently from the information in the RFP.   
 
This concludes the Highlights for the RFP.   
 
Please address any questions to the following: 
 

Natalie LeMar 
NNA10317283R 

NASA Ames Research Center 
Code JAC, M/S 241-1 

Moffett Field, CA  94035-1000 
Email:  Natalie.R.Lemar@nasa.gov 
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