
[image: image1.wmf]
National Aeronautics and

Space Administration

Goddard Space Flight Center

Greenbelt, MD  20771

    November 3, 2009
      Reply to Attn of:  210.I
TO:
           All Potential Offerors
SUBJECT:     Request for Proposals (RFP), NNG10207304R, Rapid Spacecraft 

Acquisition III (Rapid III) 

You are invited to submit a proposal for NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center’s (GSFC), Rapid Spacecraft Acquisition III (Rapid III).  The principle purpose of this requirement is to provide a rapid and flexible means to procure spacecraft in support of the scientific and technology development goals of GSFC, NASA and other Federal Government agencies.

The procurement is a full and open competitive procurement.  The North American Industry Classifications System (NAICS) code is 336414 and the small business size standard is 1,000 employees.  This competitive procurement will result in multiple-award, Firm Fixed Price, Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) contracts with an effective ordering period of five years after the initial Rapid III contract award.   For purposes of this procurement, offerors shall assume an initial contract award date on or about April 6, 2010.  The maximum contract value of $4B is cumulative and inclusive of all delivery orders issued under all Rapid III contracts.

The award of Rapid III contracts will be based on the offeror’s ability to meet specific technical acceptability standards identified in the RFP.  Failure to meet any of the technical acceptability standards identified in Section L, will be considered a deficiency and the proposal will be determined technically unacceptable. 

Please note that the RFP contains changes from the draft request for proposal (DRFP).  The changes are a result of comments received from Industry and internal reviews performed at NASA/GSFC.  All questions and comments received from Industry were thoroughly evaluated and the RFP was updated as appropriate.  Offerors are encouraged to carefully review the final RFP in its entirety.
All documents related to this procurement, including this letter, the solicitation, attachments, enclosures, the reference library and any amendments will be attainable electronically from the World Wide Web through the GSFC Procurement Home Page at:

http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi?gr=D&pin=51.  Offerors are requested to periodically monitor the website for any potential updates.  
This RFP does not commit NASA/GSFC to pay any proposal preparation costs, nor does it obligate NASA/GSFC to procure or contract for these services.  This request shall not be construed as authorization to proceed with, or be paid for charges incurred by performing any of the work called for in this solicitation.
Proposals submitted in response to this RFP shall be submitted by the due date of December 9, 2009, 12:00 pm ET.  Proposals received after this time will be treated as late in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 52.215-1 entitled, “Instructions to Offers-Competitive Acquisitions”.  Your proposal must be signed by an official authorized to bind the company.  It is requested that the proposal offer have an acceptance period of not less than 180 days. However, a different validity period may be proposed by the offeror. 

Offerors who intend to submit a proposal in response to this RFP are requested to notify us of your company’s intention to submit a proposal, and number of spacecraft you intend to propose, within 14 days so that we may appropriately plan resources for the proposal evaluation phase.
Any comments/questions related to this RFP must be directed in writing to the undersigned via email at: Janet.M.Osterman@nasa.gov.   The Government encourages you to submit any questions on or before November 13, 2009, to ensure our timely response.  NASA will respond to applicable comments and questions in writing by posting an electronic response at the same location as this solicitation.

Offerors are reminded that a “Blackout Notice” for this procurement will be distributed to all GSFC personnel concurrently with the release of the Final RFP to industry.  Therefore, all communications pertaining to this procurement must be directed only to the Contracting Officer listed below.
Thank you for your continued support.   We look forward to receiving your proposals. 

Janet Osterman

Contracting Officer
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