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Q1.  Section 2.2 Application Requirements – what is meant by “Document Assembly” within the initial licensing questions?

A1:   Document assembly means that the software will provide the user the ability to easily convert a word processor file into an interactive template.  The interactive template would then produce a standard document with interactive fields of text that can be modified by the user within variables, and the template would also permit the user to identify text that may be included in or excluded from the final document. Then the next time a similar document must be generated, this provides the user the ability to quickly and easily assemble the document utilizing the interactive template that has already been created. 

Q2.   Section 2.2 Application Requirements – what is meant by “Patent Prosecution Support” within the initial licensing questions?

A2:  Patent prosecution support means that the software will provide, as part of the electronic case management application, integration with both US and PCT patent rules and docketing so as to support the user in complying with patent prosecution tasks.  Such support includes electronically setting and tracking patent prosecution related filing deadlines within the electronic case management application to track the case from the disclosure stage through filing in either the US or the PCT Office and subsequently into patent issuance.

Q3.  Functional Requirements 2.3.1 – Please provide a detailed description of Case Management
A3:  Electronic Case Management is an automated application that will generate case files that contain all information related to legal cases.  In addition to electronically maintaining file information, electronic case management will automatically generate practice rules, interact with calendar applications to set and track deadlines, track and record attorney and support staff tasks, and it will include and link to all electronic documents related to the case.
Q4.  Functional Requirement 2.3.1 – Will NASA accept a solution that will allow a COTS Case Management system to interface/integrate with NASA’s existing Document Management system?  If this requirement is for a SINGLE application, would NASA accept a professional services as an alternative to a COTS solution?
A4: NASA will not accept a solution to allow for a COTS Case Management system to interface with NASA’s existing Document Management System.  This is a requirement specifically to consolidate separate applications into a SINGLE application.  We would not be willing to accept professional services as an alternative to a COTS solution.  The COTS solution is to enable efficient conduct of professional services within a legal office.

Q5.  Application Requirements 2.2.2 – Please provide detailed requirements for Patent Prosecution Support
A5: See answer to #2 above.  Also, in addition to providing software that includes rules and applications that support the patent prosecution process, the vendor shall provide timely updates of rule sets based on revisions made by the US Patent and Trademark Office for both domestic (US) practice and also cases filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).  
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