SECTION K OF NNG09EK18R

REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND OTHER STATEMENTS 


K.1 
ANNUAL REPRESENTATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS (52.204-8)(FEB 2009)) 

(a)(1) The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code for this acquisition is 336415.
(2) The small business size standard is 1,000 employees.
(3) The small business size standard for a concern which submits an offer in its own name, other than on a construction or service contract, but which proposes to furnish a product

which it did not itself manufacture, is 500 employees.

(b)(1) If the clause at 52.204-7, Central Contractor Registration, is included in this solicitation, paragraph (d) of this provision applies.

(2) If the clause at 52.204-7 is not included in this solicitation, and the offeror is currently registered in CCR, and has completed the ORCA electronically, the offeror may choose

to use paragraph (d) of this provision instead of completing the corresponding individual representations and certifications in the solicitation. The offeror shall indicate which

option applies by checking one of the following boxes:

[ ] (i) Paragraph (d) applies.

[ ] (ii) Paragraph (d) does not apply and the offeror has completed the individual representations and certifications in the solicitation.

(c)(1) The following representations or certifications in ORCA are applicable to this solicitation as indicated:

(i) 52.203-2, Certificate of Independent Price Determination. This provision applies to solicitations when a firm fixed-price contract or fixed-price contract with economic

price adjustment is contemplated, unless—

(A) The acquisition is to be made under the simplified acquisition procedures in Part 13;

(B) The solicitation is a request for technical proposals under two-step sealed bidding procedures; or

(C) The solicitation is for utility services for which rates are set by law or regulation.

(ii) 52.203-11, Certification and Disclosure Regarding Payments to Influence Certain Federal Transactions. This provision applies to solicitations expected to exceed $100,000.

(iii) 52.204-3, Taxpayer Identification. This provision applies to solicitations that do not include the clause at 52.204-7, Central Contractor Registration.

(iv) 52.204-5, Women-Owned Business (Other Than Small Business). This provision applies to solicitations that—

(A) Are not set aside for small business concerns;

(B) Exceed the simplified acquisition threshold; and

(C) Are for contracts that will be performed in the United States or its outlying areas.

(v) 52.209-5, Certification Regarding Responsibility Matters. This provision applies to solicitations where the contract value is expected to exceed the simplified acquisition

threshold.

(vi) 52.214-14, Place of Performance–Sealed Bidding.  This provision applies to invitations for bids except those in which the place of performance is specified by the Government.

(vii) 52.215-6, Place of Performance. This provision applies to solicitations unless the place of performance is specified by the Government.

(viii) 52.219-1, Small Business Program Representations (Basic & Alternate I). This provision applies to solicitations when the contract will be performed in the United States or its outlying areas.

(A) The basic provision applies when the solicitations are issued by other than DoD, NASA, and the Coast Guard.

(B) The provision with its Alternate I applies to solicitations issued by DoD, NASA, or the Coast Guard.

(ix) 52.219-2, Equal Low Bids. This provision applies to solicitations when contracting by sealed bidding and the contract will be performed in the United States or its outlying areas.

(x) 52.222-22, Previous Contracts and Compliance Reports. This provision applies to solicitations that include the clause at52.222-26, Equal Opportunity.

(xi) 52.222-25, Affirmative Action Compliance. This provision applies to solicitations, other than those for construction, when the solicitation includes the clause at 52.222-26, Equal Opportunity.

(xii) 52.222-38, Compliance with Veterans’ Employment Reporting Requirements. This provision

applies to solicitations when it is anticipated the contract award will exceed the simplified acquisition threshold and the contract is not for acquisition of commercial items.

(xiii) 52.223-1, Biobased Product Certification. This provision applies to solicitations that require the delivery or specify the use of USDA–designated items; or include the clause at 52.223-2, Affirmative Procurement of Biobased Products Under Service and Construction Contracts.

(xiv) 52.223-4, Recovered Material Certification. This provision applies to solicitations that are for, or specify the use of, EPA–designated items.

(xv) 52.225-2, Buy American Act Certificate. This provision applies to solicitations containing the clause at 52.225-1.

 (xvi) 52.225-4, Buy American Act–Free Trade Agreements–Israeli Trade Act Certificate. (Basic, Alternate I, and Alternate II) This provision applies to solicitations containing the clause at 52.225-3.

(A) If the acquisition value is less than $25,000, the basic provision applies.

(B) If the acquisition value is $25,000 or more but is less than $50,000, the provision with its Alternate I applies.

(C) If the acquisition value is $50,000 or more but is less than $67,826, the provision with its Alternate II applies.

(xvii) 52.225-6, Trade Agreements Certificate. This provision applies to solicitations containing the clause at 52.225-5.

(xviii) 52.225-20, Prohibition on Conducting Restricted Business Operations in Sudan–Certification.

(xix) 52.226-2, Historically Black College or University and Minority Institution Representation. This provision applies to—

(A) Solicitations for research, studies, supplies, or services of the type normally acquired from higher educational institutions; and

(B) For DoD, NASA, and Coast Guard acquisitions, solicitations that contain the clause at 52.219-23, Notice of Price Evaluation Adjustment for Small Disadvantaged

Business Concerns.

(2) The following certifications are applicable as indicated by the Contracting Officer:

__ (i) 52.219-19, Small Business Concern Representation for the Small Business Competitiveness Demonstration Program.

__ (ii) 52.219-21, Small Business Size Representation for Targeted Industry Categories Under the Small Business Competitiveness Demonstration Program.

_X_ (iii) 52.219-22, Small Disadvantaged Business Status.

__(A) Basic.

__(B) Alternate I.

_X_ (iv) 52.222-18, Certification Regarding Knowledge of Child Labor for Listed End Products.

__ (v) 52.222-48, Exemption from Application of the Service Contract Act to Contracts for Maintenance, Calibration, or Repair of Certain Equipment Certification.

_X_ (vi) 52.222-22 Previous Contracts and Compliance Reports

__ (vii) 52.223-9, with its Alternate I, Estimate of Percentage of Recovered Material Content for EPA–Designated Products (Alternate I only).

_X_ (viii) 52.223-13, Certification of Toxic Chemical Release Reporting.

__ (ix) 52.227-6, Royalty Information.

__ (A) Basic.

__(B) Alternate I.

_X_ (x) 52.227-15, Representation of Limited Rights Data and Restricted Computer Software.

(d) The offeror has completed the annual representations and certifications electronically via the Online Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA) website at http://orca.bpn.gov. After reviewing the ORCA database information, the offeror verifies by submission of the offer that the representations and certifications currently posted electronically that apply to this solicitation as indicated in paragraph (c) of this provision have been entered or updated within the last 12 months, are current, accurate, complete, and applicable to this solicitation (including the business size standard applicable to the NAICS code referenced for this solicitation), as

of the date of this offer and are incorporated in this offer by reference (see FAR 4.1201); except for the changes identified below [offeror to insert changes, identifying change by clause
number, title, date]. These amended representation(s) and/or certification(s) are also incorporated in this offer and are current, accurate, and complete as of the date of this offer.

FAR CLAUSE # 
  TITLE 

DATE 

CHANGE

____________ 
_________ 

_____ 

_______

Any changes provided by the offeror are applicable to this solicitation only, and do not result in an update to the representations and certifications posted on ORCA.

(End of provision)

K.2 
COST ACCOUNTING STANDARDS NOTICES AND CERTIFICATION (52.230-1) 
(OCT 2008) 

Note: This notice does not apply to small businesses or foreign governments. This notice is in three parts, identified by Roman numerals I through III.

Offerors shall examine each part and provide the requested information in order to determine Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) requirements applicable to any resultant contract.

If the offeror is an educational institution, Part II does not apply unless the contemplated contract will be subject to full or modified CAS coverage pursuant to 48 CFR 9903.201-2(c)(5) or 9903.201-2(c)(6), respectively.

I. Disclosure Statement - Cost Accounting Practices and Certification

(a) Any contract in excess of $650,000 resulting from this solicitation will be subject to the requirements of the Cost Accounting Standards Board (48 CFR Chapter 99), except for those contracts which are exempt as specified in 48 CFR 9903.201-1.

(b) Any offeror submitting a proposal which, if accepted, will result in a contract subject to the requirements of 48 CFR Chapter 99 must, as a condition of contracting, submit a Disclosure Statement as required by 48 CFR 9903.202. When required, the Disclosure Statement must be submitted as a part of the offeror's proposal under this solicitation unless the offeror has already submitted a Disclosure Statement disclosing the practices used in connection with the pricing of this proposal. If an applicable Disclosure Statement has already been submitted, the offeror may satisfy the requirement for submission by providing the information requested in paragraph (c) of Part I of this provision.

Caution: In the absence of specific regulations or agreement, a practice disclosed in a Disclosure Statement shall not, by virtue of such disclosure, be deemed to be a proper, approved, or agreed-to practice for pricing proposals or accumulating and reporting contract performance cost data.

(c) Check the appropriate box below:

[ ] (1) Certificate of Concurrent Submission of Disclosure Statement. The offeror hereby certifies that, as a part of the offer, copies of the Disclosure Statement have been submitted as follows:

(i) Original and one copy to the cognizant Administrative Contracting Officer (ACO) or cognizant Federal agency official authorized to act in that capacity (Federal official), as applicable; and

(ii) One copy to the cognizant Federal auditor.

(Disclosure must be on Form No. CASB DS-1 or CASB DS-2, as applicable. Forms may be obtained from the cognizant ACO or Federal official and/or from the loose-leaf version of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.)

Date of Disclosure Statement: [Name and Address of Cognizant ACO or Federal Official Where Filed:]

The offeror further certifies that the practices used in estimating costs in pricing this proposal are consistent with the cost accounting practices disclosed in the Disclosure Statement.

[ ] (2) Certificate of Previously Submitted Disclosure Statement. The offeror hereby certifies that the required Disclosure Statement was filed as follows:

Date of Disclosure Statement: [ ]

Name and Address of Cognizant ACO or Federal Official Where Filed: [ ]

The offeror further certifies that the practices used in estimating costs in pricing this proposal are consistent with the cost accounting practices disclosed in the applicable Disclosure Statement.

[ ] (3) Certificate of Monetary Exemption. The offeror hereby certifies that the offeror, together with all divisions, subsidiaries, and affiliates under common control, did not receive net awards of negotiated prime contracts and subcontracts subject to CAS totaling $50 million or more in the cost accounting period immediately preceding the period in which this proposal was submitted. The offeror further certifies that if such status changes before an award resulting from this proposal, the offeror will advise the Contracting Officer immediately.

[ ] (4) Certificate of Interim Exemption. The offeror hereby certifies that (i) the offeror first exceeded the monetary exemption for disclosure, as defined in (3) of this subsection, in the cost accounting period immediately preceding the period in which this offer was submitted and (ii) in accordance with 48 CFR 9903.202-1, the offeror is not yet required to submit a Disclosure Statement. The offeror further certifies that if an award resulting from this proposal has not been made within 90 days after the end of that period, the offeror will immediately submit a revised certificate to the Contracting Officer, in the form specified under subparagraph (c)(1) or (c)(2) of Part I of this provision, as appropriate, to verify submission of a completed Disclosure Statement.

Caution: Offerors currently required to disclose because they were awarded a CAS-covered prime contract or subcontract of $50 million or more in the current cost accounting period may not claim this exemption (4). Further, the exemption applies only in connection with proposals submitted before expiration of the 90-day period following the cost accounting period in which the monetary exemption was exceeded.

II. Cost Accounting Standards - Eligibility for Modified Contract Coverage

If the offeror is eligible to use the modified provisions of 48 CFR 9903.201-2(b) and elects to do so, the offeror shall indicate by checking the box below. Checking the box below shall mean that the resultant contract is subject to the Disclosure and Consistency of Cost Accounting Practices clause in lieu of the Cost Accounting Standards clause.

[ ] The offeror hereby claims an exemption from the Cost Accounting Standards clause under the provisions of 48 CFR 9903.201-2(b) and certifies that the offeror is eligible for use of the Disclosure and Consistency of Cost Accounting Practices clause because during the cost accounting period immediately preceding the period in which this proposal was submitted, the offeror received less than $50 million in awards of CAS-covered prime contracts and subcontracts. The offeror further certifies that if such status changes before an award resulting from this proposal, the offeror will advise the Contracting Officer immediately. 

Caution: An offeror may not claim the above eligibility for modified contract coverage if this proposal is expected to result in the award of a CAS-covered contract of $50 million or more or if, during its current cost accounting period, the offeror has been awarded a single CAS-covered prime contract or subcontract of $50 million or more.

III. Additional Cost Accounting Standards Applicable to Existing Contracts

The offeror shall indicate below whether award of the contemplated contract would, in accordance with subparagraph (a)(3) of the Cost Accounting Standards clause, require a change in established cost accounting practices affecting existing contracts and subcontracts.

[ ] yes [ ] no

(End of provision)

K.3
PROPOSAL DISCLOSURE--COST ACCOUNTING PRACTICE CHANGES 

(52.230-7) (APR 2005) 

The offeror shall check ``yes'' below if the contract award will result in a required or unilateral change in cost accounting practice, including unilateral changes requested to be desirable changes.

___ Yes ___ No

If the offeror checked ``Yes'' above, the offeror shall--

(1) Prepare the price proposal in response to the solicitation using the changed practice for the period of performance for which the practice will be used; and

(2) Submit a description of the changed cost accounting practice to the Contracting Officer and the Cognizant Federal Agency Official as pricing support for the proposal.

(End of provision)

L. 1
SECTION L PROVISIONS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

(52.204-6)

DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (DUNS) 
NUMBER (APR 2008)

(52.215-1)
INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS--COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION (JAN 2004)

(52.217-5)
EVALUATION OF OPTIONS (JUL 1990)

(1852.227-71)
REQUESTS FOR WAIVER OF RIGHTS TO INVENTIONS (APR 1984)

(1852.227‑84) 

PATENT RIGHTS CLAUSES (DEC 1989)

(1852.233-70)

PROTESTS TO NASA (OCT 2002)

(End of By Reference Section)

L.2
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The applicable documents cited in this solicitation are not available for distribution.  However, they may be examined at the following location(s):

On the WEB at http://standards.nasa.gov/default.htm 

or on the MMS Project Public Website at:  http://stp.gsfc.nasa.gov/missions/mms/mms.htm
If you are unable to obtain an applicable document, please call the MMS Project at NASA/GSFC by contacting Toni Hegarty at the GSFC MMS Project Office at 301-286-8596
(End of Provision)

L.3  
PROPOSAL MARKING AND DELIVERY

(Offeror:  You MUST comply with these instructions to ensure that the designated receiving office can identify, date and time mark, secure, and deliver your proposal to the Contracting Officer.)

1. External Marking of Proposal Package(s)

All proposal packages must be closed and sealed.

The required mailing address and external marking for proposals is as follows:

"Goddard Space Flight Center

Greenbelt, MD  20771

Building 16W—Shipping and Receiving Dock

Solicitation Number:  NNG09EK18R
Attn:  Julie Janus

Building  16W, Room N56
PROPOSAL--DELIVER UNOPENED"

Suggested additional marking if delivery is made by a commercial delivery service:

"COMMERCIAL DELIVERY PERSONNEL:  THIS PROPOSAL MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE DOCK MASTER, BUILDING 16W SHIPPING AND RECEIVING DOCK, NO LATER THAN (OFFEROR—ENTER DATE AND TIME).”

2. Designated Receiving Office

The designated receiving office for proposals is the Shipping and Receiving Dock, Building 16W, Goddard Space Flight Center, which must be accessed from Soil Conservation Road, north from Greenbelt Road.  Proposals must be received at the designated receiving office no later than the date and time stated on the solicitation face page.
The Building 16W Shipping and Receiving dock is open from 7:30AM to 3:30PM, Monday through Friday, except Government holidays.  Contractor personnel conduct the GSFC receiving function, which includes mailroom operations. Proposals will be marked with the date and time of receipt, subjected to security screening, secured, and delivered unopened to the Contracting Officer.

There is public access to the Building 16W Shipping and Receiving Dock.  GSFC passes, badges, escorts, etc. are not required for access to the receiving dock.

3. Methods of Proposal Delivery

There are three suggested methods of delivery to the designated proposal receiving office:

U.S. Postal Service Express Mail

Commercial Delivery Service

Delivery by company employee or other individual agent

Regardless of the method of delivery chosen, the offeror is responsible for delivery of the proposal to the designated receiving office no later than the date and time stated on the face page of the solicitation.
(End of provision)
L.4
COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING THIS SOLICITATION 

(a)  Questions or comments regarding this solicitation must be submitted in writing, cite the solicitation number, and be directed to the following Government representative:

Name:     
 Julie Janus
Phone:

(301) 286-4931

FAX:       
(301) 286-0341
Email:    
Julie.A.Janus@nasa.gov
Oral questions will not be answered due to the possibility of misunderstanding or misinterpretation.

(b)  Questions or comments should be submitted as soon as possible to allow for analysis and dissemination of responses in advance of the proposal due date.  Late questions or comments are not guaranteed a response prior to the proposal due date. 

(c)  Questions or comments shall not be directed to the technical activity personnel. 

(End of provision)

L.5
TYPE OF CONTRACT (52.216‑1) (APR 1984)

The Government contemplates award of a FIRM FIXED PRICE contract resulting from this solicitation.

(End of Provision)

L.6
SERVICE OF PROTEST (52.233-2) (SEP 2006) 

(a) Protests, as defined in section 33.101  of the Federal Acquisition Regulation, that are filed directly with an agency, and copies of any protests that are filed with the Government Accountability Office (GAO), shall be served on the Contracting Officer (addressed as follows) by obtaining written and dated acknowledgment of receipt from Dock Master
Goddard Space Flight Center
Greenbelt, MD 20771
Bldg 16W - Shipping and Receiving Dock

Prominently mark the envelope or package as follows:

Protest:  RFP - NNG09EK18R
Attn: Julie Janus
GSFC Mail Code 461
Contracting Officer Phone No. (301) 286-4931
(b) The copy of any protest shall be received in the office designated above within one day of filing a protest with the GAO.

(End of provision)

L.7
SOLICITATION PROVISIONS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (52.252‑1) (FEB 1998)

This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation provisions by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.  The offeror is cautioned that the listed provisions may include blocks that must be completed by the offeror and submitted with its quotation or offer.  In lieu of submitting the full text of those provisions, the offeror may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and provide the appropriate information with its quotation or offer.  Also, the full text of a solicitation provision may be accessed electronically at this/these address(es):

Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) provisions:

http://www.arnet.gov/far/

NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) provisions: 

http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/procurement/regs/nfstoc.htm

(End of provision)

L.8
PROPOSAL PAGE LIMITATIONS (1852.215-81) (FEB 1998)

(a)
The following page limitations and copies are established for each portion of the proposal submitted in response to this solicitation.

Proposal Section



Page Limit 
Number of Copies
Standard Form (SF)-33 and 

   Sections B-J of Model Contract

N/A
     
3 Original Signed Copies

   including Representations and

   Certifications

Attachment D, Small Business

No Limit
Original plus 5 Copies

   Subcontracting Plan

Attachment E, Safety and Health

    Plan
                    



No Limit
Original plus 5 Copies

Mission Suitability 

   (Excluding Quality Assurance Plan)
100

Original plus 5 Copies

Quality Assurance Plan
                    
No Limit
Original plus 5 Copies

Price Section

                

No Limit
Original plus 5 Copies

Past Performance Section                               No Limit
Original plus 5 Copies

(b)
A page is defined as one side of a sheet, 8-1/2" x 11", with at least one inch margins on all sides, using not smaller than 12 point type.  Foldouts count as an equivalent number of 8-1/2" x 11" pages.  The metric standard format most closely approximating the described standard 8-1/2" x 11" size may also be used.

(c)
Title pages and tables of contents are excluded from the page counts specified in paragraph (a) of this provision.  In addition, the price section of your proposal is not page limited.  However, this section is to be strictly limited to cost and price information.  Information that can be construed as belonging in one of the other sections of the proposal will be so construed and counted against that section's page limitation.

(d)
If final proposal revisions are requested, separate page limitations will be specified in the Government's request for that submission.

(e)
Pages submitted in excess of the limitations specified in this provision will not be evaluated by the Government and will be returned to the offeror.

(f)  
Two electronic copies of the Offeror’s entire proposal, designating one as “back-up,” shall be submitted (in addition to the hardcopies specified above) in Microsoft Word ***(Windows 2000 ).  Electronic files of proposals shall be on virus free CD-ROM

(CD-R format) discs with an external label indicating:  (1) the name of the Offeror (subcontractor or teaming member), (2) the RFP number, (3) the format and software versions used, (4) a list of the files contained on the disk and (5) date of the information.  In the event of any inconsistency between data provided on electronic media and hard copies, the hard copy data will be considered to be correct.

(End of provision)

L.9 
REQUIRED INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY OFFEROR
Offerors shall submit THREE (3) ORIGINAL SIGNED COPIES of the Standard Form (SF-33) and (Section B-J) of the model contract filled in as indicated (bindings are not permitted).   The requested information, shall be in accordance with the provision at PROPOSAL PAGE LIMITATIONS (1852.215-81) (FEB 1998), excluding the three (3) original signed copies of the contract.  Information may be submitted on single- or double-sided sheets, but shall not exceed this page limitation.

The following clauses and provisions contain required fill-ins and must be completed by the Offeror:

· B.2 FIRM FIXED PRICE 
· B.3 Milestone Payment SCHEDULE
· H.8 option for increased quantity
· Section K provisions

Only the required MINIMUM amount of information is requested to provide for proper evaluation.  Efforts should be made to keep offers as BRIEF as possible, concentrating on substantive information essential for a proper evaluation.

The offeror's proposal shall be in sufficient detail and shall clearly demonstrate how the offeror proposes to comply with each of the requirements in the Statement of Work and the applicable specifications, including a full explanation of the techniques and procedures the offeror proposes to follow.  Stating that the offeror understands and will comply with the technical requirements, or paraphrasing those requirements is not adequate.  Phrases such as “standard procedures will be employed”, or “well known techniques will be used” are inadequate.  The offeror shall also include a compliance matrix that lists or references all requirements from the SOW and Performance Specification.  The matrix shall include a comments field that indicates that the offeror is compliant with each requirement as a result of either the current technical implementation or how the offeror intends to meet the requirements.   In addition, the matrix shall provide a cross-reference to the location in the plan where compliance is proposed.  

Offers shall include the offeror's facsimile number and e-mail address(es).  Facsimile offers will not be accepted.  

Proposals shall remain valid for a period of no less than 120 calendar days and contain the following information:

The offeror shall complete and submit the RFP “Representations, Certifications, and Other Statements, provided herein.

Offers submitted in response to this proposal request are due no later than September 1, 2009 at 2:00 pm EDT.

Please identify and explain the reason for any deviations, exceptions, or conditional assumptions taken with respect to these proposal instructions or the terms and conditions of the model contract (including the Statement of Work).  The proposal must support any deviations, exceptions, or conditional assumptions with sufficient amplification and justification to permit evaluation.

Please note that an explicit statement that the proposal does or does not, as applicable, propose to deviate from, take exception to or make conditional acceptance of any of the proposal instructions or the terms and conditions of the model contract (including the Statement of Work) is required.  Proposing alternative terms and conditions without such a statement or non-compliance with this requirement may result in the Offeror's proposal deemed non-responsive and removed from further consideration.


(End of provision)

L.10
SAFETY AND HEALTH PLAN (1852.223-73) (NOV 2004)

(a) The offeror shall submit a detailed safety and occupational health plan as part of its proposal (see NPR 8715.3, NASA Safety Manual, Appendices).  The plan shall include a detailed discussion of the policies, procedures, and techniques that will be used to ensure the safety and occupational health of Contractor employees and to ensure the safety of all working conditions throughout the performance of the contract.

(b) When applicable, the plan shall address the policies, procedures, and techniques that will be used to ensure the safety and occupational health of the public, astronauts and pilots, the NASA workforce (including Contractor employees working on NASA contracts), and high value equipment and property.

(c) The plan shall similarly address subcontractor employee safety and occupational health for those proposed subcontracts that contain one or more of the following conditions:

(1) The work will be conducted completely or partly on premises owned or controlled by the Government.

(2) The work includes construction, alteration, or repair of facilities in excess of the simplified acquisition threshold.

(3) The work, regardless of place of performance, involves hazards that could endanger the public, astronauts and pilots, the NASA workforce (including Contractor employees working on NASA contracts), or high value equipment or property, and the hazards are not adequately addressed by Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) or Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations (if applicable).

(4) When the assessed risk and consequences of a failure to properly manage and control the hazard(s) warrants use of the clause.

(d) This plan, as approved by the Contracting Officer, will be included in any resulting contract.

(End of provision)

L.11
MISSION SUITABILITY PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS

This must be a separate volume.

Contents of Mission Suitability Proposal Instructions

1. General Instructions

2. Mission Suitability Proposal Format

3. Mission Suitability Instructions by Subfactor

1. 
General Instructions

The Mission Suitability Proposal should be specific, detailed, and provide all the information requested by these instructions.  The Mission Suitability Proposal must demonstrate that the offeror understands the requirements and has the ability to meet the requirements.  General statements such as the "requirements are understood" or "standard procedures will be employed" are not adequate.  Also, restatement or paraphrasing of the requirements should be avoided.  Information previously submitted, if any, will be not be considered unless it is resubmitted as part of the proposal.  It must not be incorporated by reference.

2. 
Mission Suitability Volume Format

The Mission Suitability Proposal must be divided and presented by each Mission Suitability subfactor as follows:

Subfactor A--Technical Approach

Subfactor B--Management Approach

3. 
Mission Suitability Instructions by Subfactor

Subfactor A-- Technical Approach 

The offeror shall provide a technical plan that demonstrates an understanding of all of the technical requirements of the Statement of Work. The narrative shall clearly demonstrate a thorough understanding of each requirement set forth and shall address any innovative design and/or unique approach, and shall address the following performance related factors:

a) Experience modifying the proposed hardware to meet the required thrust level.

b) Performance for the expected duty cycles.

c) Lifetime degradation expected for these duty cycles.

d) Confidence in catalyst bed performance with respect to recent performance.

The Contractor shall prepare and submit with the proposal a time-phased activity and milestone schedule depicting the critical elements/span of test and analysis, as well as significant events to meet the contract delivery schedule.  This schedule shall not be altered without consulting the NASA GSFC COTR, except to depict progress against it.

In addition, the offeror's plan shall identify and discuss the risk factors associated with accomplishment of the requirements of the contemplated contract.  Risk factors may be those inherent in the work, unique to the offeror's chosen approach, and must include any risk factors that are specifically identified by the Government in this solicitation.  General areas of possible risk that are of concern to NASA are technical, schedule, cost, safety, occupational health, security (including personnel, information technology, sensitive information disclosure), export control and environmental risks.  The identification of risks is the responsibility of the offeror.  However, these instructions may include Government identified risks that the offeror must also address.  Each offeror's discussions pertaining to risk factors must address the offeror's approach to managing the risk, the probability of the risk, impact and severity of risk, relevant time impact and risk acceptance or risk mitigation. The offeror's shall also identify any risk areas that may impact the delivery schedule.  These areas include any ongoing development efforts or parts, materials, regulatory, or process issues.  

The offeror's proposal shall clearly describe all non-standard practices.  These would be practices that deviate from specified government or industry standards contained in the SOW. Additionally, The offeror shall provide an explanation and rationale for differences between contractor-specific standards and standards specified in the SOW.  

Subfactor B-- Management Approach
The offeror's proposal shall describe in detail its overall management approach for the proposed activities.  The proposal shall describe the organization and management methods that will be utilized in performing work under the contract and shall also describe plans for interfacing with and facilitating communication with the Government’s personnel.  The proposal shall describe the approach to be used to minimize the amount of time required for the delta qualification and for flight production.
The offeror shall provide a Quality Assurance Plan that implements a Quality Management System that meets the intent of the requirements of American National Standards Institute (ANSI/ISO/American Society for Quality (ASQ) Q9001 (1994 or 2000 version or equivalent). 

The offeror shall provide a safety and health plan in accordance with NFS Clause 1852.223-73, entitled “Safety and Health Plan”.  The offeror shall discuss its approach to compliance with all applicable NASA policies and procedures relative to safety, occupational health, and NASA Procedures and Guidelines (NPG) 8715.3 “NASA Safety Manual.”  The plan shall address the offeror’s past safety record and accident history subcontractor employee safety and occupational health for those proposed subcontracts.    This plan, as approved by the Government, will be included in any resulting contract.  

Small Business Subcontracting Program (Refer to FAR 19.7)

This solicitation contains FAR clause 52.219‑9, "Small Business Subcontracting Plan‑‑Alternate II".  The Subcontracting Plan described and required by the clause, including the associated subcontracting percentage goals and subcontracting dollars, must be submitted with your proposal. This applies ONLY to large businesses.

The offeror shall submit a Small Business Subcontracting Plan as part of its proposal.  Below are the recommended subcontracting goals for this effort:


Total Small Business Concerns:


8.0%


Small Disadvantaged Business (SDB)

3.5%


Women Owned Small Business (WOSB)

0.5%


Historically Black Colleges &



Minority Institutions (HBCU/MI)

0.5%


HUBZone





1.5%


Veteran Owned Small Business (VOSB)

1.0%


Service Disabled Veteran Owned &



Small Business (SDVOSB)


0.5%

The subsequent subcontracting plan, as approved by the Contracting Officer, will be included in the result contract as Attachment D. (No Page Limit)

Offerors are encouraged to propose goals that are equivalent or greater than those recommended by the Contracting Officer.  However, offerors should perform an independent assessment. The goals included in the submitted Subcontracting Plan may be higher, lower, or the same as the recommended goals, depending upon the offeror’s independent assessment.

Offerors are advised that a proposal will not be rejected solely because the submitted Plan does not meet the NASA recommended goals that are expressed above in terms of percent of contract value.

The submitted Small Business Subcontracting Plan and proposed goals will be evaluated within the Management subfactor under the Mission Suitability Factor as discussed in Section M.
(End of text)

L.12
 PAST PERFORMANCE PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS

An Offeror’s past performance record indicates the relevant quantitative and qualitative aspects of performing services or delivering products similar in size, content, and complexity to the requirements of this acquisition. The information requested below is anticipated to be sufficient for purposes of the evaluation of past performance. 

However, offerors may submit additional information at their discretion if they consider such information necessary to establish a record of relevant past performance. Refer to FAR 15.305(a)(2)(iii).  

The Offeror shall provide, at a minimum, the following information in support of its proposal to facilitate the evaluation of your company experience and past performance as a whole and as related to the requirements of the proposed contract.

(a)
INFORMATION FROM THE OFFEROR

The Offeror and any proposed significant subcontractors shall furnish the following information on three (3) contracts of relevant experience associated with our SOW requirements, which your company has had within the last five (5) years.  Indicate which contracts/subcontracts are most related (i.e. similar in size, scope and complexity) and how they are related to the proposed effort, as well as which contracts/subcontracts were performed by the division of your company (if applicable) that will perform the proposed contract/subcontract.  

· Customer's name, mailing address, email address, and telephone number of both the lead contractual and technical personnel most familiar with the Offeror’s performance record.  (Please verify the telephone numbers provided are current and correct).

· Contract number, type, and total original and present or final contract value.

· Date of contract, place(s) of performance, and delivery dates or period of performance.

· Brief description of contract work and comparability to the proposed effort with reference to specific comparable SOW elements, where applicable.  It is not sufficient to state that it is comparable in magnitude and scope.  Rationale must be provided to demonstrate that it is comparable.

· Method of acquisition: competitive or noncompetitive.

· Nature of award: initial or follow-on.  If initial, indicate whether award was preceded by a Government, customer, or Offeror financed study.


· Identify and explain major technical problems and how they were overcome. List any major deviations or waivers to technical requirements that were granted by the customer. 

· The Offeror shall include a frank discussion of experiences (if any) that resulted in lessons learned and/or new processes that improved performance or had significant positive (or adverse) impact over the life of the contract.

· Identify and explain completion successes and delays, including adherence to program schedules. Provide an assessment of the performance (technical and schedule) on these past programs and support these assessments with metrics such as award or incentive fees earned.

· Cost management history; identify and explain any cost overruns and underruns, and cost incentive history, if applicable (Offerors to provide evidence of evaluation of performance such as Fee Determination Letters, etc.).
· Average number of personnel on the contract per year and percent turnover of personnel per year.

· Recent customer evaluations of past performance including Award Fee Evaluations results, Fee Determination Official letters, Annual Performance Evaluation Forms, etc.  (Excluded from the page limitation). 

List any contracts terminated (partial or complete) within the past 5 years and basis for termination (convenience or default). Include the contract number, name, address, and telephone number of the terminating officer (please verify telephone numbers).  Include contracts that were "descoped" by the customer because of performance or cost problems (Excluded from the page limitation).

(b)
PRIOR CUSTOMER EVALUATIONS (PAST PERFORMANCE QUESTIONNAIRES)

The Offeror and any proposed significant subcontractors shall submit the questionnaires provided in Exhibit A to each of the above references to establish a record of past performance.  The Offeror shall instruct each of its references to return the questionnaire directly to the Government in a sealed envelope.  The questionnaire respondent shall be a representative from the technical customer and/or responsible Contracting Officer with direct knowledge of your firm's performance.  If possible, the Offeror and any proposed significant subcontractors shall provide questionnaires to customers from NASA contracts, other Government contracts, and commercial contracts.  For proposed significant subcontractors, references shall concern only work performed by the significant subcontractor’s business entity that will perform the work under this contract, if awarded. 

The Offeror is responsible for ensuring that the questionnaire is completed and submitted no later than the closing date of this solicitation designated in Block 9 of the SF 33 to:





Goddard Space Flight Center





Attn: Julie Janus/Code 461




Solicitation No.  RFP-NNG09EK18R
Building 16W, Room N54
Greenbelt, MD 20771

(End of provision)

L.13
 PRICE PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS

The offeror shall complete clauses B.2, B.3, and H.8 in the attached model contract in its entirety.  Failure to properly complete these clauses may result in the Offeror's proposal deemed non-responsive and removed from further consideration.

Deviations to the contract percentage under clause B.3 and H.8 may result in a determination of proposal unacceptability (NFS 1815.305-70), preclude award to an offeror if award is made without discussions, or may otherwise affect an offeror's competitive standing.

(End of provision)

M.1
SOURCE SELECTION AND EVALUATION FACTORS--GENERAL

1. Source Selection

This competitive negotiated acquisition shall be conducted in accordance with FAR 15.3, "Source Selection", and NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 1815.3, same subject.  The Source Evaluation Board procedures at NFS 1815.370, "NASA formal source selection will not apply.

The attention of offerors is particularly directed to NFS 1815.305, "Proposal evaluation" and to NFS 1815.305-70, "Identification of unacceptable proposals".

A trade-off process, as described at FAR 15.101-1, will be used in making source selection.

2. Evaluation Factors and Subfactors

The evaluation factors are Mission Suitability, Price, and Past Performance.  These factors, as described at NFS 1815.304-70, will be used to evaluate each proposal.  This Section M provides a further description for each evaluation factor, inclusive of subfactors.  Only the Mission Suitability factor is numerically scored.

3. Relative Order of Importance of Evaluation Factors

The Price Factor is significantly less important than the combined importance of the Mission Suitability Factor and the Past Performance Factor.  As individual Factors, the Price Factor is less important than the Mission Suitability Factor but more important than the Past Performance Factor.

(End of Text)

M.2
MISSION SUITABILITY FACTOR

1.  Mission Suitability Subfactors and Description of Each Subfactor

For large businesses, the proposed Small Business Subcontracting Plan will be evaluated in terms of the reasonableness and effectiveness of the offeror's independent assessment to achieve the proposed subcontracting goals by category (except small disadvantaged businesses).  The offeror's Small Business Subcontracting Plan will also be evaluated in terms of meeting the requirements of FAR 19.704, including the offeror's rationale for not meeting the Contracting Officer's recommended goals.

Subfactor A—Technical Approach


The Offeror’s comprehension of the SOW and Specification and its critical aspects will be evaluated for insight and overall soundness. The offeror's proposed performance, in particular for relevant lifetime performance, will be evaluated for overall technical merit.  The adherence of the proposal to the required verification methods in the SOW will be rigorously reviewed.

The offeror's experience in modifying and testing the proposed hardware will also be evaluated for the degree of similarity of tests, the similarity of the hardware tested, as well as the number of similar tests.  

The offeror's time-phased activity and milestone schedule will be evaluated for thoroughness and completeness in identifying the duration of each task, and reasonableness in order to meet the critical elements of the required contract delivery schedule.  Schedule flexibility for both any required qualification, as well as flight unit and spare production will also be considered.
The offeror’s description of non-standard practices will be evaluated for adequacy.  In addition, the offeror’s description, explanation and rationale of differences between the offeror's standards and standards specified in the SOW will be evaluated for completeness, thoroughness and reasonableness.

The offeror’s identification of risks and proposed approach to the mitigation of those risks will be evaluated as appropriate.  Areas of possible risk to be evaluated are technical, schedule, cost, safety, new technology, occupational health, security (including personnel, information technology, sensitive information disclosure), export control and environmental risks.   

Subfactor B—Management Approach

The offeror’s overall management approach will be evaluated for effectiveness, efficiency and thoroughness to determine whether the offeror adequately address the requirements and any potential challenges of this effort.

The Quality Assurance Plan will be evaluated to determine if the offeror is continually evaluating its performance to ensure a quality product is delivered. 

The Offeror's approach and plan for its Small Business Subcontracting Program will be evaluated for reasonableness and compliance with FAR 52.219-24.

The Government will evaluate the adequacy of the offeror's safety and health plan to ensure compliance with NPG 8715.3 and that products are developed, produced and/or delivered to NASA in a safe and successful manner. 

2.  
Weights and Scoring

In accordance with NFS 1815.304-70(b)(1), the Mission Suitability factor will be weighted and scored on a 1000 point scale.

The weights (points) associated with each Mission Suitability subfactors are as follows:

                                                   





Points

 Subfactor A  - Technical Approach





  700

 Subfactor B  - Management Approach




  300

                                        
 Total




1000

The Mission Suitability subfactors and the total Mission Suitability factor will be evaluated using the adjectival rating, definitions and percentile ranges at NFS 1815.305(a)(3)(A).

The maximum points available for each subfactor will be multiplied by the assessed percent for each subfactor to derive the score for the particular subfactor.  For example, if a subfactor has possible 200 points and receives a percent rating 80, then the score for that subfactor would be 160 points.

3. Evaluation Findings

The Government will evaluate proposals by classifing findings as strengths, weaknesses, significant strengths, significant weaknesses, or deficiencies using the following:

Weakness – a flaw in the proposal that increases the risk of unsuccessful contract performance.
Significant Weakness – a proposal flaw that appreciably increases the risk of unsuccessful contract performance.
Deficiency – a material failure of a proposal to meet a Government requirement or a combination of significant weaknesses in a proposal that increases the risk of unsuccessful contract performance to an unacceptable level.
Strength (not in FAR/NFS) – a proposal area that enhances the potential for successful performance or contributes toward exceeding the contract requirements in a manner that provides additional value to the government (this could be associated with a process, technical approach, materials, facilities, etc.).

Significant Strength (not in FAR/NFS) – a proposal area that greatly enhances the potential for successful performance or contributes significantly toward exceeding the contract requirements in a manner that provides additional value to the Government.

(End of provision)

M.3  
PAST PERFORMANCE EVALUATION FACTOR

The Past Performance factor will evaluate each offeror's record (including the record of any significant subcontractors) of performing services or delivering products that are similar in size, content, and complexity to the requirements of this solicitation.  The overall confidence rating assigned to Past Performance (see below) will reflect a subjective evaluation of the information contained in the written narrative; past performance evaluation input provided through customer questionnaires; and other references, if any, that the Government may contact for additional past performance information.  Offerors without a record of relevant past performance, or for whom information on past performance is not available, shall receive a neutral rating in accordance with FAR 15.305(a)(2)(iv). 

Past Performance Ratings – The  level of confidence ratings set forth below will be used to evaluate the Past Performance factor for each offeror.  

Each of the adjective ratings below has a "performance" component and a "relevance" component.  The following adjectival rating guidelines will be used when assessing both components.  In assessing relevance, the Government will consider the degree of similarity in size, content, and complexity to the requirements in this solicitation, as well as how current is the past performance.  

In assessing performance, the Government will make an assessment of the offeror's overall performance record.  The Government will evaluate the offeror's past performance record for meeting technical; schedule; cost; management; occupational health; safety; security; mission success; subcontracting plan goals and small disadvantaged business participation targets, if applicable; and other contract requirements.  Isolated or infrequent problems that were not severe or persistent, and for which the offeror took immediate and appropriate corrective action, may not reduce the offeror's rating.  On the other hand, ratings will be reduced when problems were within the contractor's control and were significant, persistent, or frequent, or when there is a pattern of problems or a negative trend of performance. 

Very High Level of Confidence 
The Offeror’s relevant past performance is of exceptional merit and is very highly pertinent to this acquisition; indicating exemplary performance in a timely, efficient, and economical manner; very minor (if any) problems with no adverse effect on overall performance.  Based on the Offeror’s performance record, there is a very high level of confidence that the Offeror will successfully perform the required effort. 
High Level of Confidence 
The Offeror’s relevant past performance is highly pertinent to this acquisition; demonstrating very effective performance that would be fully responsive to contract requirements with contract requirements accomplished in a timely, efficient, and economical manner for the most part with only minor problems with little identifiable effect on overall performance.  Based on the Offeror’s performance record, there is a high level of confidence that the Offeror will successfully perform the required effort.  
Moderate Level of Confidence 
The Offeror’s relevant past performance is pertinent to this acquisition, and it demonstrates effective performance; fully responsive to contract requirements; reportable problems, but with little identifiable effect on overall performance.  Based on the Offeror’s performance record, there is a moderate level of confidence that the Offeror will successfully perform the required effort.  
Low Level of Confidence  
The Offeror’s relevant past performance is at least somewhat pertinent to this acquisition, and  it meets or slightly exceeds minimum acceptable standards; adequate results; reportable problems with identifiable, but not substantial, effects on overall performance.  Based on the Offeror’s performance record, there is a low level of confidence that the Offeror will successfully perform the required effort.  Changes to the Offeror’s existing processes may be necessary in order to achieve contract requirements.  
Very Low Level of Confidence 
The Offeror’s relevant past performance does not meet minimum acceptable standards in one or more areas; remedial action required in one or more areas; problems in one or more areas which, adversely affect overall performance.  Based on the Offeror’s performance record, there is a very low level of confidence that the Offeror will successfully perform the required effort.  
Neutral  
In the case of an Offeror without a record of relevant past performance or for whom information on past performance is not available, the Offeror may not be evaluated favorably or unfavorably on past performance [see FAR 15.305(a) (2) (ii) and (iv)].
(End of provision)

M.4  
PRICE EVALUATION FACTOR

This is a firm fixed price acquisition.

A price analysis will be conducted in accordance with FAR 15.305(a)(1).  Price analysis is described at FAR 15.404-1(b).  This analysis is done to ensure that a "fair and reasonable" price is paid by the Government.  However, the analysis is not intended to be protective of the offeror.

(End of provision)

M.5  
OFFER/NO OFFER RESPONSE SHEET

Compliance is requested, but not required.

This page may be used to indicate whether your company intends to submit an offer in response to this solicitation.  You may also indicate your intent by E-Mail or FAX.  The E-Mail address is Julie.A.Janus@nasa.gov  The FAX number is (301) 286-0341.  If mailed, return the completed page to the individual and address on the face page of this solicitation.

The _________________________________________(name of firm) (/  / intends) (/  / does not intend) to submit an offer in response to RFP- NNG09EK18R.
(End of provision)
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