SOLE SOURCE JUSTIFICATION
FOR GOOGLE SITE SEARCH
NNL09299973Q
What is Needed

The NASA-LaRC Information Management Branch of the Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) is seeking to purchase an upgrade of the Google Site Search (formerly known as Google Custom Search Business Edition) from Onix Networking to create a custom search experience that features NASA Langley Research Center specific subscriptions and relevant research portals and web sites.  The proposed procurement is for the upgrade of a 1 year license for Google Site Search product, GSS-3M-12MO-STD, to include the capability of searching 3 million documents from the Google.com index and to execute up to 15 million queries from Onix Networking.  

The statutory authority permitting other than full and open competition is FAR 6.302-1, Only One Responsible Source and No Other Supplies or Services Will Satisfy Agency Requirements, 10 U.S.C. 2304(c)(1) and 41 U.S.C. 253(c)(1).

Why It Is Needed

The Information Management Branch is seeking to utilize a subset of the Google.com index to provide LaRC with a custom search experience from a single interface. In the past Langley researchers have had to access subscription resources from a multitude of vendor platforms all utilizing their own interfaces. A NASA specific library resources report prepared by the advisory and research firm Outsell shows that NASA scientists, engineers and researchers are often confused by these interfaces and waste research time in executing individual searches from each resource. As scientists, engineers and researchers are facing more and more time constraints it is critical to provide a search experience that queries the broadest amount of resources at one time.  NASA scientists, engineers and researchers have indicated a preference for using the Google search. Publishers and major research organizations are now allowing Google to index their content in order to increase the usage of their products providing us with an opportunity to use Google search technology to customize the NASA research experience. 
When It Is Needed

The initial period of service will be from July 1, 2009 until June 30, 2010
Why that Contractor

Customizable access to the Google.com index is only available by using the Google Site Search tool. Onix Networking is the sole provider of access to Google search technology. 
How You Identified that Contractor

Onix Networking is the sole provider of access to Google search technology. NASA Langley has already successfully implemented this technology as part of the Langley Google search experience. The initial purchase of the Google Site Search was done by Raytheon in 2008 in support of a Google proof of concept. 
