
 



To meet various critical project milestones a significant amount of unplanned Contractor 
overtime was required, resulting in an increase in Contractor costs. The magnitude of these 
project requirements was not anticipated and was not included in the proposed contract value. 
These unplanned increases were driven by required support of the Sierra project for the 
Biosphere Science Branch (Code SGE) and the repair and overhaul of the RASCAL Project 
Aircraft Servos/Actuators, OH-58 Helicopter Engine, and Auxiliary Power Unit (APU). The 
current contract value will be reached before the completion date of May 31, 2009, with costs for 
the work currently being performed expected to exceed the contract value by $300K. Additional 
contract time and value are also required to support the completion of the two major 
deployments detailed below. 

The first deployment will require support for an Aeroflightdynamics Directorate (AFDD) flight and 
instrument testing project at the Yuma Proving Grounds in Arizona. The AFDD is involved, as 
part of a joint effort with the Air Force and the Navy, on a project called 3D Landing Zone (30­
LZ). The project requires involvement from an outside entity and will provide an instrument to 
install on AFDD's EH-60 Blackhawk Helicopter for testing at the Yuma Proving Grounds in 
Arizona. The instrument is a sensor to aid the helicopter pilots' ability to hover and land in 
brown-out conditions. Several critical milestones must be met before the rainy season begins 
during late July and August 2009. The development of this project and its success is tied to the 
acceptance of the production unit to be installed on the aircraft currently used in airborne 
services. This project will require two separate, two week long deployments scheduled in July 
and September 2009. 

The second deployment is to support Code SGE's Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) Sierra 
Project. This deployment entails multi-week flight test support during June and July 2009 in 
Svalbard , Norway. The purpose of this mission is to gather sea ice roughness measurements in 
order to improve satellite algorithms that are used to assess the location and condition of arctic 
sea ice. These measurements are critically important for understanding and modeling change 
in the arctic, which will have global consequences as the amount of sea ice continues to 
decline. This mission is sponsored by the Earth Science Division R&A Program at NASA 
Headquarters, under the direction of the Airborne Science Program. The Contractor is heavily 
involved with the preparation of the remotely-piloted research aircraft; Sierra will be used for this 
mission in conjunction with satellite observations to ultimately detect basic changes in ice 
conditions. A disruption in these services could adversely impact the dep'loyment schedule to 
Svalbard, Norway. The severe weather is a contributing factor to this critical mission, and it is 
imperative the mission remain on schedule for the best possible data to be collected. 

The Aircraft and Airfield Related Services contract is currently being recompeted. lin conducting 
market research and during the Acquisition Strategy process, NASA determined a need to 
revise the Statement of Work (SOW) as well as the business model for the follow-on contract. 
The reassessment of procurement approach and resulting revisions to the SOW took several 
months. This delay, together with the two critical deployment requirements, prompts the need 
for a five-month extension of this mission critical work. 

B. Description of the supplies or services required to meet the agency's needs 
(including estimated value). [FAR 6.303-2(a)(3)] 

The purpose of this JOFOC is to extend the current Aircraft and Airfield contract for a period of 
five months, pending completion of a competitive follow-on contract for this effort. The current 
contract provides mission critical aircraft services for aircraft operations, maintenance and 
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J. Statement actions, if the agency take to remove or overcome any 
barriers to competition before any subsequent acquisition for the supplies or services 
required. [FAR 6.303-2(a)(11)] 

This sole source award of a five-month extension to the Aircraft and Airfield contract is needed to 
increase the contract value in order to continue the work currently being performed under the 

as well as complete two critical deployments scheduled between June and September 
2009. The process of follow-on were delayed to the 

and revisions to the requirements set in the SOW. 

The current Aircraft and contract was awarded as a full and open competition. follow-
on contract will also be competed. 

foregoing reasons, and pursuant to FAR (a)(2)(iii), Communications is the only 
responsible source to the Airfield from May 31,2009, through 
October ,2009. 
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