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Q1:
Can you provide information on the test piece configurations of the welded specimens; in particular, do the welds create a multi-layer structure?
The types of welds are:   

· Flat plate with Lack of Fusion (LoF) flaws – double sided weld   

· Flat plate with EDM notches – single sided weld 

· Flat plate with fatigue cracks– no welded specimens 

· Tube with LoF flaws – single sided weld 

· Tube with fatigue cracks – single sided weld 

Q2:
Are the defects subsurface only or are there surface defects also?
All flaws are surface flaws except the LoF flaws, which are all subsurface.
Q3:
Since eddy current has limitations on depth penetration, are the specimens designed for eddy current or ultrasonic inspection and can you provide us the depth of the defects?

 

The specimen thicknesses are provided in Attachment A - POD Test Matrix.  The depths of the flaws are1/3 to 1/2 the flaw lengths listed in the SOW.

Q4:
Is it possible to obtain drawings of each specimen set?
A typical drawing of the welded flat plate structure is included on page 3 of this attachment.  The specimens may not have the registration hole shown, but the serial number orientation and location may be used for specimen registration.  The circumferential tubing wield will be located at ½ the length of the tubing.

Q5:
Do you encourage multiple inspectors with different qualification levels per inspection?
Yes.  The personnel must meet NASA-STD-5009 requirements. A comparison of POD capabilities between inspectors of different qualification levels is helpful.

Q6:
Or do you encourage one inspector per inspection for cost and schedule considerations?

This is a best value procurement.  NASA wants quality inspections.  Schedules may be negotiated.  Offerors are encouraged to submit multiple offers if they have multiple approaches to accomplishing to work or they may submit a base quote with optional items (i.e. more than one inspector).
Q7:
We anticipate limited inspection development or adjustment to optimize the inspection procedure to the various POD specimen applications. Availability of the trial & calibration specimens is critical for this effort. Are there any limitations on the availability of the trial & calibration specimens?
Prior to receiving the complete POD specimen sets, vendors may request to obtain and use the trial and calibration specimens for a limited time.  However, the trial and calibration specimens will need to be with the performing vendors during their entire testing period.  

Q8:
Do the trial and calibration specimens have notches representative of the specimen sets?
Not all trial and calibration specimens have notches. The trial and calibration specimens are selected from the Phase I POD specimen sets.  The trial and calibration specimens with LOF flaws, EDM notches, and Fatigue flaws will have LOF flaws, EDM notches, and Fatigue flaws, respectively.
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