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Draft Statement of Work : NASA Ames Predator Management Program
OBJECTIVES:
1. Reverse the current downward trend in the California clapper rail population to prevent them from going extinct.
2. Increase clapper rail densities within selected refuge marshes to 1.2 clapper rails per hectare as measured over a two year period in the Stevens Creek area.
3. Reduce the threat to salt marsh harvest mice populations from selected terrestrial predators.

4. Provide secure nesting habitat for colonial nesting water birds.

5. Effect a small scale reduction in selected terrestrial predator populations in localized areas.

6. Work in concert with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service objectives at the adjacent Don Edwards National Wildlife Refuge.

7. Identify predators impacting the above mentioned species.

8. Monitor potential predators of the California clapper rails, salt marsh harvest mouse, and burrowing owls at NASA Ames Research Center including Moffett Federal Airfield, but not including Camp Parks Warehouse and Crows Landing Auxillary Flight Facility.

9. Recommend predator management measures.

10. Implement  predator management measures identified in coordination with the   Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative (COTR).

IMPLEMENTATION:
1. Manage predators to reduce predation on the federally listed California Clapper Rail, Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse, Western Snowy Plover, California Least Tern and a Species of National Conservation Concern and State Species of Special Concern, the Western Burrowing Owl, at NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, California.  Predators will be identified and management recommendations will be made and implemented as necessary. 
2. All predator management activities will be closely monitored and conducted under stringent regulations and guidelines. Only trained employees with appropriate U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and California Department of Fish and Game licenses and permits will be allowed to trap target predators.  Copies of applicable permits and licenses must be provided to the COTR.
3. Species to be controlled: 
a. Skunk

b. Feral and abandoned domestic cats

c. Red Fox

d. Racoon

e. Norway rat

4. Use of humane methods of predator control such as removal using non-lethal techniques or live cage traps will be attempted prior to lethal removal of target predators.  Contractor personnel are prohibited from shooting animals.  
5. If animal is in unremediating suffering, contractor personnel may euthanize using humane techniques or contact Palo Alto Animal Services (covers Mountain View) (650-496-5971), or Sunnyvale Public Safety and Animal Control (408-730-7178).

a. Every effort will be made to release non-target species accidentally caught in traps. Traps will be visited frequently and only live cage traps and padded leg hold traps will be used. All traps will be set out of public use areas after regular business hours and collected before the start of regular business hours. 
b. Every effort will be made to minimize disturbance to non-target species and habitat, particularly endangered species and colonial water birds.
c. Transport orphaned or injured juvenile skunks and raccoons to local or regional wildlife rehabilitation center.
d. Contact designated office at NASA Ames to collect euthanized adult raccoons and skunks and adult and juvenile red fox and Norway rats.
e. Transport dogs and other common non-target pet species inadvertently trapped to Palo Alto Animal Services for quarantine and return to owners as required by State and local ordinances.
f. Transport cats to Alta Vista Veterinary Hospital.
6. Contractor personnel will provide the COTR with copies of Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for chemicals, such as baits, that contractor personnel propose to use and obtain approval prior to use.

7. Contractor personnel will send an annual report of activities and predators observed and managed to the Chief of the Environmental Services Division at Ames Research Center.
8. This Scope of Work will become effective October 1, 2008 and continue through September 30, 2009.  

QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS:

1. Licensed and permitted for specific tasks required as demonstrated by copies of  licenses and permits. 
2. Valid driver’s license.
3. Understanding of behavior patterns of target and protected species. 

4. The prospective contractor agrees that it is responsible for compliance with all applicable environmental laws for the specific projects and actions performed under this effort.

5. Coordinate site visits with the NASA Protective Services through the NASA Ames Environmental Services Division COTR.  The COTR will coordinate with Visitor Badging.

6. Attend a safety briefing provided by NASA Ames Airfield Operations Division before entering the Airfield.   

7. Meet with the COTR on a quarterly basis to review work elements and activities. All activities will be completed according to appropriate Federal, State, and local laws and regulations for animal welfare and public health and safety.  

a. Contractor personnel must give weekly progress reports to any specified point-of contact for this project. 
b. The COTR and contractor personnel will meet as needed to work out concerns, meeting on-site at least once each quarter.

8. Supply a quarterly bill.
9. NASA, as the requesting Federal agency, will be responsible for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act.

a. All activities will comply with NASA Ames Health and Safety and Environmental policies and procedural requirements.

b. All appropriate Federal, State and local permits pertaining to trapping and  abatement techniques consistent with approved management practices  activities relating to any species shall be obtained and copies provided to the Technical Representative.
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