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	Final Solicitation NNC08ZMA031R for the Space Flight Systems Development and Operations Contract (SpaceDOC)

	
	


The final Request for Proposal (RFP) for the subject procurement is released today.  All offeror questions and comments on the draft documents released on June 27, 2008 have been carefully considered and addressed in the final solicitation documents.  A primary concern expressed was that the sample delivery orders provided an unfair advantage to a current contractor.  In response to that concern, additional clarification of the government’s purpose in its evaluation of those sample orders has been provided, an additional sample order is included, and additional background on the status of work related to those sample orders is provided.

To highlight important aspects of this procurement, and to point out significant changes relative to the draft documents, the following summary is provided:  

1. This is a 100% small business set-aside (see Clause I.28).  Offerors are reminded of the Small Business Administration’s “Ostensible Contractor Rule,” which applies to all small business set-aside procurements.
2. NASA plans to make only a single award (even though the standard language in provision L.7 at (f)(1) may imply a decision has not been made).

3. NASA will not directly issue Delivery Orders based on the responses to this RFP.  Rather, the successful offeror will be provided updated information upon contract award and final Delivery Order proposals will be requested during the contract phase-in/transition period.

4. Extensive additional information is provided via the dedicated Space Flight Systems Development and Operation Contract website (http://spaceflightsystems.grc.nasa.gov/SpaceDOC).

5. To aid in comparison to the draft request for proposal (RFP), two separate documents showing all changes relative to the draft RFP are posted.  These two documents are the “Changes to RFP Sections B-I, K” and “Changes to RFP Sections J, L, &M.”
6. All of the RFP attachments are numbered with the “J” prefix if they will become part of the contract or with an “L” prefix if they are provided only to assist in proposal preparation.

7. The page limitations have been increased and additional items have been excluded from the page count.  See provision L.11.
8. Proposal due dates have been extended.  See provision L.13.
9. Sample order key personnel evaluation has been revised to be based on evaluation of positions, including qualifications and skills, required to conduct the work.

Upon this release of the solicitation, a communications “blackout” is imposed on all government personnel.  Accordingly, all future communications, with the notable exception of communication with the ombudsman named in clause I.95, must be directed to the Contracting Officer, Mr. Kurt Brocone, at 216-433-2884.  Your adherence to the provisions and deadline of clause L.19, regarding the submittal of technical questions, will be appreciated.

The government has endeavored to conduct this procurement with as open and equitable a process as possible.  We will continue to do so throughout the process.

Mark W. Manthey
Contracting Officer
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