SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

1.1 GENERAL INFORMATION 

NASA is committed to investing in the Nation’s educational programs and supporting the country’s educators who play a key role in preparing, inspiring, exciting, encouraging, and nurturing the young minds of today who will manage and lead the Nations’ laboratories and research Center’s of tomorrow.  In achieving this goal the Agency has created NASA Explorer Schools (NES) a project that works primarily with groups of students who are underrepresented in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) professions or who are traditionally underserved by NASA in rural or urban parts of the country.  

The goal of NES aligns to Outcome 2 of the 2006 NASA Strategic Coordination Framework  (http://education.nasa.gov/about/strategy/) which works to “attract and retain students in STEM disciplines.”  NES works to effectively compete for the minds, imaginations, and career ambitions of America’s young people.  The project focuses its efforts on engaging and retaining students in STEM education and encourages them to pursue educational disciplines that are critical to NASA’s future engineering, scientific, and technical missions.  NES primary reaches students by engaging teams of teachers and administrators in partner schools.  NES provides teachers with unprecedented access to NASA unique mission content, resources, and technology.  NES creates partnerships with schools which provide technology grants, sustained professional development through workshops at NASA centers and in schools, the engagement of families and the community, special student opportunities and content delivery through videoconferencing.   

A five year, cost plus type contract is the anticipated award.

1.2 PURPOSE OF RFI/SOURCES SOUGHT
The purpose of this RFI is to determine the amount and type of interest that exists for the effort, as well as a high overview of the capabilities of interested parties.

SECTION 2 - SCOPE 

2.1 OVERVIEW 

This Notice is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to enter into a contract. This Notice is subject to revision or cancellation at any time.  This Notice does not guarantee a future synopsis/RFP. 

This is an agency objective to be managed out of NASA Glenn Research Center.

There will be no exchange of funds between NASA and the responding facility providers for this activity. That is, NASA will not be responsible for any costs incurred by respondents in preparing a response to this RFI/Sources Sought. 

2.2 RESPONSE DUE DATE  
RFI responses are due to NASA GRC no later than 5 p.m. EST on July 27, 2007

2.3 NASA EXPLORER SCHOOLS (NES) REQUIREMENTS

The attached draft Statement of Work (in Word format) contains a detailed description of the requirements for this effort.
SECTION 3 - RESPONSES TO RFI/SOURCES SOUGHT
3.1 NASA EVALUATION OF INFORMATION

NASA intends to use the information received to determine the best procurement process possible, identify capabilities, as well as gage potential interest.   

We request that only non-proprietary information be included in response to this RFI/Sources Sought.  

3.2 RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS 

The response is requested to be in two forms.  The first is a word document/form with interested party and past performance questions.  A blank version of this form is attached in Word format (2 pages.)  The second is a Word document no longer than 10 pages, single sided, 12 point font that describes the general capabilities and particularly unique qualifications of the interested party.  This document is to be created by the interested party.
Responses to this RFI are requested to be submitted in electronic format.  

The responses should be emailed to:

Timothy C. Pierce, Contracting Officer

Timothy.C.Pierce@nasa.gov
And a CC sent to:

Robert Lasalvia
Robert.F.Lasalvia@nasa.gov
SECTION 4 - COMMUNICATIONS 

4.1 QUESTIONS
Questions should be submitted via email to Timothy.C.Pierce@nasa.gov and a CC to Robert.F.Lasalvia@nasa.gov
If there is an issue that requires telephone communication, please contact Timothy C. Pierce at (216) 433-2147.
4.2 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELEASES

The Internet site, or URL, for the NASA/GRC Business Opportunities page is:

http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi?gr=D&pin=22 

It is the responsibility of potential respondents to monitor the NASA Acquisition Internet Service (NAIS), GRC Procurement site for any further information concerning this RFI/Sources Sought.

