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National Aeronautics and

Space Administration



Goddard Space Flight Center
Greenbelt, MD  20771
Reply to Attn of: 210.Y








TO ALL POTENTIAL OFFERORS

          
SUBJECT:
Request for Proposal (RFP) NNG07170222R, Hydrospheric and Biospheric Sciences (HBS) Support Services

You are invited to submit a proposal for the Hydrospheric and Biospheric Sciences (HBS) Support Services procurement.  The required support encompasses research and support for satellite remote sensing, field and aircraft instruments to measure Earth, oceanic, biospheric and atmospheric processes.  The procurement will also support the design, development, testing of remote sensors and sensor systems, mission planning, analyzing scientific data requirement and systems definition, software development, modeling data validation, and education and outreach.
Offerors should note that the revisions to the RFP have occurred in various areas.  The changes are a result of comments received from Industry and continuing internal reviews performed by the Center.  All questions and comments received from industry have been thoroughly evaluated and the RFP was updated as appropriate.  The following narrative highlights some of the important aspects of the RFP.  It is not intended to cover all RFP requirements.  
1.  This acquisition will be conducted as a small business set-aside, and the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code of 541712.  

2.  The basic ordering period is 5-years.

3.  This procurement will result in a Cost-Plus Fixed Fee, Indefinite-Delivery-Indefinite-Quantity (IDIQ) contract with performance based task orders.  The Statement of Work, Attachment A, describes the scope of the requirements.

4.  Contract performance will be performed on-site and off-site at the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and the NASA Wallops Flight Facility.   Under the current contract NAS5-02041, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center has a total of approximately 159 contractor employees with approximately half on site.   For the current work at NASA Wallops Flight Facility, there are a total of 10 contractor employees and approximately half on site.
5.  It is expected that adequate price competition will be obtained under this solicitation so that submission of cost or pricing data is not required pursuant to 52.215-20, Requirements for Cost or Pricing Data or Information Other Than Cost or Pricing Data- Alternate IV.  However, if adequate price competition is not obtained then certified cost or pricing data may be required. 
6.  The Government will make available existing property for on-site and off-site contract performance.  

7.  A library has been established for this procurement.  The library contains the following 
information:  the current contract, monthly technical progress reports, redacted 533 reports, and current Mission Forecast Requirements (MFRs).  There are also sample tasks available in the library for the current work at NASA Wallops Flight Facility.   Please see Section L.5 for library information.   For other technical information, websites are included in various Representative Task Orders included in Exhibit A.
8.  Offerors are encouraged to refer to FAR 52.215-1 – INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS – COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION, in particular paragraph (f) (4) which discusses the government's right to award a contract without discussions.  Additionally, in accordance with solicitation provision L.11, the Government intends to evaluate proposals and award contract(s) without discussions with offerors.  Therefore, offerors are encouraged to submit their most competitive proposal in response to this solicitation.
9.  Phase-in shall be conducted on or about December 1, 2008 under a separate firm-fixed price contract or purchase order, during the 30-day period prior to the effective date of the contract.

10.  Offerors and significant subcontractors shall forward a copy of their Cost Proposal directly to their cognizant Defense Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) office and provide a copy of the DCAA transmittal letter to the Contracting Officer.
11.  The Government intends to award a single IDIQ contract.  Offerors will be evaluated on their capability to perform all the functional requirements specified in the Statement of Work, Attachment A, and all the requirements specified in the Representative Task Orders (RTOs).
12.  Proposals are due on June 30, 2008.  See Block 9 of the SF 33.  

13. The Government Surveillance Plan, Enclosure 1, is a draft copy provided for information purposes only and will be finalized at time of award.
14. The HBS Laboratory Facilities Manual is included in the RFP as Enclosure 2 for information purposes.

15.  RTO #3 included with the Draft RFP has been deleted in the RFP.  RTO #4 and #5 included in the Draft RFP will become RTO #3 and #4 in the RFP. 
Offerors are reminded that a "Blackout" letter for this procurement was distributed to all GSFC personnel concurrently with the release of the Final RFP to industry.  Therefore, all communications pertaining to this procurement shall be directed to the Contracting Officer listed below.  All questions pertaining to the RFP shall be submitted in writing, by mail, or electronically to the Contracting Officer as soon as possible for consideration.
Ms. Nipa Shah
NASA GSFC, Mail Code 210.5
8800 Greenbelt Road

Greenbelt, Maryland  20771

(301) 614-5590; FAX: (301) 614-5619
Email:   Nipa.Shah@nasa.gov
Cordially,

Nipa Shah
Contracting Officer
