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Additional Questions & Answers

63. Q: 
Can I share proprietary details of what we are doing with NASA without the 
information being posted publicly? 
      A:  Yes. You can include proprietary data in your proposal.  Your proposal will be 
reviewed by NASA civil servants who have filed a CONFIDENTIAL 
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE REPORT which is required by the Executive 
Branch. The purpose of this report is to assist employees and their agencies in 
avoiding conflicts between official duties and private financial interests or 
affiliations.  This measure ensures that government employees conduct their 
duties in an ethical manner.  Your proprietary information will not 
be posted 
publicly.  Furthermore, it will not be disseminated or discussed with a third party.  
The individuals who have been identified as a Point of Contact can address 
questions which are general, in nature. Your proposal ideas are not to be shared 
with these individuals. 

64. Q: 
If the proposal exceeds the $500,000 limit and requires a small business 
subcontracting plan, does the proposal have to include subcontractor support? Can 
the subcontracting plan be as simple as not requiring subcontractors?

      A:  If a proposal exceeds the threshold, then a Small Business Subcontracting Plan is 
required.  Page 18 of the NRA clearly lists the goals that NASA highly 
encourages the contractors to follow.  A plan that came in with “zero” 
subcontracting goals would be rejected.













65. Q:  Are there supercomputing facilities at or via NASA GRC that we can use in the 
proposed effort for methods development and include in the utilization plan?  If 
so, please direct us to the information on what facilities are available? 
      A: 
Please refer to the web site, provided below, that describes our computing 
resources.  The site states that, “The NASA Advanced Supercomputing (NAS) 
Division offers U.S. scientists in government, industry, and at universities 
both 
production and development 
systems. The production systems deliver a 
powerful, reliable computing 
environment to researchers. In addition to solving 
traditional computational fluid dynamics problems, these production 
systems are key resources that support all four of NASA's Mission Directorates 
(Aeronautics, Exploration Systems, Science, and Space Operations).  
http://www.nas.nasa.gov/About/aboutnas.html

The usage of these computing facilities will be considered as Government 
Furnished Equipment 
(GFE).  The facilities, hardware and/or software required 
for the proposed effort must be identified in the proposal, but do not need to be 
priced.  If the proposal is selected for funding, scheduling of the required 
facilities will be part of the negotiation process.

66. Q:  With respect to the Small Business Subcontracting Plan, should this be integrated 
into the total proposal, or should this be submitted as a separate document?
  A: It should be submitted as a separate document.  As posted on page 18 of the 
solicitation, “In accordance with the clause at FAR 52.219-9 (Alt II), this 
solicitation requires the submission of a Small Business Subcontracting Plan at 
the same time that the offerer submits its initial proposal.” 
67.  Q: In the Utlization Plan, if we know of specific GRC personnel whom we would 
like to work with, is it permissible to name them specifically, or might this 
compromise the evaluation process if a named individual turns out to be an 
evaluator?  Would this make named individuals ineligible to evaluate our 
proposal in that area?
       A: It is permissible to name individuals in your proposal to support relevance, past 
experience, and/or related experience.  To ensure procurement integrity, any  
GRC employee named in a proposal will NOT serve as an evaluator for that  
proposal.

68.  Q: What is the expected start day of the grant if proposal is approved. We need it 
   
  specifically for the budget preparation. 
       A:  As previously answered in Question #61, assume the first period of performance 
 
  is July 07 - June 08, and follow that cycle for subsequent years. 

69:  Q:  In page 18 you ask for a list of items to be provided including Scope,                                  

             Objective(s) refers to “Specific Area if interest” (3 page for each), Tasks &
             Milestones, Budget, Deliverables, and Utilization Plan. On the other, in the
             Appendix A, page 24-26, you ask for the proposal to include an Abstract (200-
             300 word), Project Description, management approach, Personnel, Facilities & 
             equipment, Costs, etc. It is also mentioned in page 26 that the proposal length is 
             limited to 15 -20 pages.  Please clarify which approach we must take, that in page
            18 or that in pages 24-26, or may be you expect a mixed approach per our
             understanding.
       A:
  The Appendix was provided as a reference.  You MUST follow the approach 
 
  which is outlined on page 18 in the solicitation when submitting your proposal.
70:  Q:  What is the current due day for submitting the proposal for Glenn Research 
 
  Center NRA?

        A:   On April 20, 2007 a modification to the solicitation was announced: “The 
 
   purpose of this amendment is to extend the time and date specified for the 
 
   receipt of proposals to May 9, 2007, 12:00 Midnight Eastern Daylight Time.”
71.  Q:  The proposal instructions state the importance of "leveraging personnel and 

  facilities (and equipment)" at NASA-GRC.  Would the use of NASA-GRC 
 
  owned equipment which is on loan to groups (industry/ academia) not physically 
  located at GRC - but being actively used for work in support of / funded by 
 
  NASA-GRC - be viewed favorably as "leveraging" NASA-GRC facilities/ 
 
  equipment.
        A:  The example you described is leveraging.  Note the following statement in the 
 
  Executive Summary of the solicitation, “A major focus of this solicitation is to 
 
  foster a working, contractual relationship with organizations that can request the 
  
  utilization of the facilities at the Glenn Research Center (GRC) in Cleveland, 
 
  Ohio.”
72.   Q: In the solicitation instructions it notes that the technical plan can not be more 
 
 then 3 pages long (can you please let me know what should be included in this?)  
 
 We are unclear if the task descriptions are to be broken out in this section or the 
 
  tasks and milestones section?  Should the task and milestones section be a chart? 
        A:  Please refer to previous answers to Q# 50, 53, 54, and 55.  For each specific area 
 of interest, the technical plan cannot exceed 3 pages.  The task descriptions and 
 
 milestone chart are NOT part of the 3 page limitation.  You may convey your 
 
 tasks and milestones in the format of your choice.

