JUSTIFICATION FOR RESTRICTED COMPETITION

Sole Source
Item:  Dynamic Mechanical Analyzer (DMA)
Estimated Price:  $74,230
Sole Source:
TA Instruments, Inc.

TA Instruments is requested as the sole source for the dynamic mechanical analyzer and related accessories for the following reasons.  The DMA will become a part of a suite of modular thermal analysis instruments (Q1000 DSC, NNK06OF19P; SDT 2960, CC‑88913B; MDSC 2920, TGA 2950, TMA 2940, NAS10-96030) with a personal computer based data acquisition system that currently operates at KSC.  A DMA from another source would be incompatible with the current data acquisition system.  The proposed DMA is being procured to replace an obsolete DMA also supplied by TA Instruments.  Accessories, tabulated below, with the obsolete DMA are not themselves obsolete and may be used with the new DMA offering retention of capability at no cost to the government.  The value of the retained accessories is $35,540.  Using another source would require purchase of similar accessories at considerable expense. Finally, the new and obsolete DMA share similar operating characteristics and procedures greatly reducing training requirements.
	Gas Cooling Accessory
	$10,500
	991400.902

	Three Point Bending Kit
	$2,960
	984014.901

	Shear Sandwich Kit
	$2,960
	984017.901

	Parallel Plate Compression Kit
	$4,320
	984017.901

	Miniature Three Point Bending Kit
	$2,960
	984026.901

	Special Fiber Fixture Kit
	$2,960
	984023.901

	Penetration Kit
	$2,960
	984022.901

	Dual & Single Cantilever Bending Kit
	$2,960
	984047.901

	Dual & Single Cantilever Bending Kit
	$2,960
	984048.901


Patrick Faughnan, NE-L1-M




Date:  Oct 25, 2006
