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Q1.
Please provide more details about the required functionality for the output monitor port. Specifically: a) Does the output port need to be PM fiber? b) Does the output monitor port need to be SM fiber, or could it be a standard MM fiber (e.g. 0.22NA, 62.5 micron core)? c) How close to 1% does the output tap ratio need to be--for operation at 10W output power, 0.1% or less might be a more convenient ratio. 

A1.
It is preferred that the output monitor is made of PM fiber.  A polarization maintaining monitor can serve not only as a power monitor, but also as a polarization monitor.  Different types of fiber will be accepted in the event that the use of single mode PM fiber is not possible (due to the use of special large mode area gain fiber).  As far as the percent of the output monitor tap is concerned, we will accept other ratios as long as the tap is calibrated, and appropriate calibration information accompanies the fiber laser during delivery.
Q2.
The output fiber and beam characteristics section of 'Attachment A' speaks of both a 1 meter pigtail and a free space collimated output beam. Does this mean that the collimating optics must be attached to the end of a flexible fiber pigtail? If so, what are the size requirements for the collimating optics assembly at the end of the output pigtail?
A1:
The output fiber should consist of one meter fiber that is terminated with some form of an optical system that expands the beam and protects the fiber end. The diameter of the beam out of the optical system should be in the order of 1-3 mm (this is not a critical parameter). It is important though that the beam quality of the output laser radiation satisfies the requirements requested in the announcement. 

