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CREW EXPLORATION VEHICLE HEAT SHIELD ABLATOR MATERIAL ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT – Phase II

PreProposal Conference
Date: 
May 31, 2006

Location: 

NASA Ames Research Center, 


Moffett Training and Conference Center, Bldg 3

Time: 
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Agenda:

Session I 8:00 – 9:00
Review of key areas of RFP (Procurement/Technical)

Session II 9:15 – 10:00
Tour of ArcJet Facility

Session III 10:15 – 4:00
FIAT (Fully Implicit Ablation and Thermal Response Program) Training
It is anticipated that the final RFP will be posted prior to this conference; however, in case of an unanticipated delay posting the final RFP, this conference will still be held on this date, as stated in this announcement.  All RFP-related materials distributed at this conference and any procurement-related questions/answers will be posted on the internet.  Potential offerors are not required to attend this conference in order to submit a proposal.

During TPS Phase II, ARC will be developing thermal/ablation material response models for the TPS candidate heat shield materials using FIAT.  ARC will provide a one-day introductory training to discuss FIAT in some detail, touching briefly on the theory used in FIAT, input and output files, sample problems, etc.  ARC will also provide some insight to the benefits of using FIAT compared to other tools.  Although it is by no means required, TPS Phase II offerors will have the option to use FIAT in the preparation of their proposals; however, in order to exercise this option, offerors will have to provide their own input data for use with FIAT.  NASA will not provide input data for TPS Phase I materials; however, it is NASA’s intent to provide input data to the TPS Phase II contractors after award.  

Session III (FIAT training) participants must be US citizens and employees of US companies.
Attendance will be limited at each session to no more than 4 individuals from each proposal team.    

For all attendees, provide the ARC POC listed below with the following information:

1. First name, last name

2. Citizenship (US, Resident Alien or Foreign National)

3. Affiliation (Company name and address)(if company’s HQ is not in the US, please provide the HQ location)
4. Email address

5. Indicate which sessions you will be attending

For US citizens, this information must be provided by email to Rachel.Khattab@nasa.gov no later than May 12, 2006.  Foreign nationals (including permanent residents) who want to attend Sessions I and/or II must submit this information and the attached IV Form Part I by 10:00 AM Pacific Standard Time on May 2, 2006 by email to rdiamond@mail.arc.nasa.gov.  Information provided after that date or that is otherwise incomplete may not be processed in time to allow attendance/participation.

FIAT training participants must bring their own laptop computers with wireless capability.  Each FIAT trainee will be provided ARC wireless internet access.  In addition, each trainee must obtain an account on the Columbia supercomputer and sign a software usage agreement.

Each participant in Session III will be sent a software usage agreement that will cover FIAT and any data provided with it.  The data provided with FIAT has been released previously to the public.  No executable source code will be provided prior to award of the TPS Phase II contracts (i.e.  FIAT will only be available through Columbia – no disks will be provided).

To obtain an account to use Columbia, each Session III participant must complete an account request form and submit it according to the instructions on the form no later than May 12, 2006 http://www.nas.nasa.gov/Users/Forms/accountrequestform.html
Forms submitted after that date or that are otherwise incomplete may not be processed in time to allow attendance/participation.  

Item 2 on the account request form, Project Number (GID), is 27125 and item 5, Principal Investigator, is Michael Wright. 

Columbia accounts are only available to do TPS modeling work for the CEV TPS Advanced Development Project.  If a company does not submit a proposal, or when a proposal/company is no longer eligible for award (eliminated from the competitive range and/or not selected for award), Columbia access will be terminated.  The number of hours and Columbia access priorities will be constrained specifically to reasonable useage limits as established by the TPS ADP Project Manager.  

Prior to the meeting an email will be sent to all registered attendees providing directions to the training session.

