NPO-RLEP1-GRC                                                                                              

  NOTICE OF PARTNERING OPPORTUNITY WITH GRC 

FOR THE RLEP, LRO SECONDARY PAYLOAD 


PREFACE 

The NASA Glenn Research Center (GRC) is leading a proposal development effort in response to the expected NASA Headquarters’ Robotic Lunar Exploration Program (RLEP) internal call for proposals memorandum planned for release in February 2006. The overall objective of RLEP is to conduct a series of precursor missions to the Moon prior to human return, as required by the Vision for Space Exploration.
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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 

1.1 GENERAL INFORMATION 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Exploration Systems Mission Directorate (ESMD) has an opportunity to include a small secondary payload with the launch of the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) scheduled for October 2008, reference: ESMD-RLEP-RFI-2006, posted via the internet at:

http://procurement.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/synopsis.cgi?acqid=118610
NASA Headquarters will solicit proposals internally from the NASA field centers for existing or reasonably matured concepts that offer a cost-effective contribution to the Robotic Lunar Exploration Program (RLEP). If an internal proposal demonstrates a concept beneficial to RLEP, then NASA may select it for further development and eventual launch. The NASA internal selection is expected to occur in February 2006.

While NASA will serve as the prime entity for these internally-developed proposals,

NASA is encouraging teaming between the field centers and industry. This Notice is intended to allow interested industry respondents to supply secondary payload concepts consistent with the instructions provided below.
1.2 PURPOSE OF NOTICE
NASA Glenn Research Center (GRC) is issuing this Notice of Partnering Opportunity for the purpose of openly and competitively selecting prospective team members to assist it in the preparation of proposals to be submitted by GRC to NASA Headquarters.  This open and competitive process is being conducted in accordance with NASA FAR Supplement 1872.308.  By this Notice, GRC is seeking information from partners regarding their availability, cost, capabilities, and past performance that relates to various space exploration systems, technologies and capabilities for the Robotic Lunar Exploration Program (RLEP), Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) Secondary Payload. This Notice also authorizes NASA GRC to award contracts to its selected partner(s) without further competition or justification, for execution of any GRC proposal that is selected by NASA Headquarters. 

SECTION 2 - SCOPE 

2.1 OVERVIEW 

This Notice is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to enter into a contract. This Notice is subject to revision or cancellation at any time. 

Based on the responses to this Notice, GRC anticipates selecting multiple organizations with whom GRC would then immediately work directly and individually to finalize GRC’s proposals in response to the internal call for proposals. During the proposal development phase, more specific roles and cost estimates for the selected partners will be developed. For any GRC proposal that is selected by NASA Headquarters, GRC intends to negotiate, without further competition or justification, a contract with each proposal partner, consistent with their agreed upon role and this Notice.  During these contract negotiations, the specific statement of work, contract terms and conditions, and contract value will be definitized. 
For the portion of this partnership opportunity dealing with the preparation of the GRC internal proposal, there will be no exchange of funds between GRC and the teaming partners. That is, NASA will not be responsible for any costs incurred by respondents in preparing a response to this Notice or by the selected partners in assisting GRC in the preparation of GRC’s internal proposal.  

2.2 DETAILS OF THE OPPORTUNITY

NASA GRC is seeking ideas from potential partners to formulate a responsive, customer-centered proposal for the expected February 2006 internal call for proposals.  In advance of GRC’s internal proposal development phase, potential partners are requested to provide technical information to describe their interests and capabilities to develop, integrate, and test a system that can successfully complete a mission as a LRO secondary payload that makes a cost-effective contribution to the RLEP. 

NASA GRC will be evaluating relevancy of proposals for developing a secondary payload that addresses infrastructure, risk mitigation, and other needs of future robotic lunar exploration systems. GRC will evaluate several areas, including but not limited to, secondary payload options that demonstrate surface mobility concepts, surface communication capabilities, lunar surface characterization and scientific investigations, and other lunar exploration system concepts. We invite potential partners to present proposals that offer complementary and/or substitute system concepts.
Potential partners should consider the following six RLEP stipulations (reference: ESMD-RLEP-RFI-2006) when formulating their concepts to respond to this Notice (these stipulations apply to the internal proposals that GRC and its selected industry partners will be preparing):

1. The concept must advance the Vision for Space Exploration in one or more of the following mission areas. 
a. Missions that advance lunar science by providing data or knowledge. 
b. Missions that characterize the lunar environment. 
c. Missions that support identification of sites for future human missions as well as the potential utility of those sites.

d. Missions that test or demonstrate technology that could enhance future exploration. 
e. Missions that demonstrate operational concepts in support of exploration activities. 
f. Missions that develop or emplace infrastructure in support of exploration activities. 
g. Missions that advance commercial opportunities—either in terms of incentivizing new commercial approaches to doing NASA's business or by developing long-term commercial opportunities at the Moon. 
h. Missions that collect engineering data to support development activities of the Constellation elements.

2. The concept must be affordable. NASA Headquarters is seeking mission candidates with total costs, including any contract costs, in the $50 million range. Lower cost missions will be more attractive than higher cost ones. NASA will consider Center proposals with total costs above $50M, but such missions must demonstrate extraordinarily increased benefit for the additional expense. In no case will NASA consider Center proposals with a total cost exceeding $80 million.

3. The mission cost estimate must be credible. Cost estimates must be validated through methods to include (but are not limited to) reconciliation with accepted cost estimation models, analogy to similar systems, or extensive heritage and evidence that the heritage is extensible to the instant mission.

4. The schedule estimate must be credible. NASA will expect analyses analogous to those useful for validating cost in order to validate schedule estimates.

5. The total secondary payload mass at launch must not exceed 1000 kg, including any required payload adapter.

6. Given schedule and cost constraints, NASA encourages concepts that have history and heritage. While this is not a limitation, concepts that leverage existing hardware, have high Technology Readiness Level (TRL) components or that are well studied and documented will be more attractive than concepts that do not.
SECTION 3 - RESPONSES TO NOTICE
3.1 EVALUATION CRITERIA  

NASA GRC will evaluate the submitted information from the Respondents based on   the following criteria to determine what GRC believes will provide the best value for the government: 

· Relevance of proposed system and/or capability to GRC’s main areas of consideration, or respondents’ complimentary or substitute system concepts that make a cost-effective contribution to the RLEP.

· Technical maturity of system concept being proposed. 

· The depth and relevance of experience and past performance history that convey a demonstrated ability to successfully perform proposal and concept development. 

· The adequacy and availability of human resource, facilities, and/or other resources necessary for conducting the proposed work. 

· The proper identification of key challenges and technical effectiveness of your approach in mitigating these challenges. 

· Price/cost reasonableness 

Each criterion is considered essentially equal in importance. 
GRC anticipates completing its evaluation and selection process by February 10, 2006, in accordance with the expected schedule of the NASA internal call for proposals.  Selected partners will be contacted directly by the GRC project manager or management sponsor to develop a proposal in response to the RLEP internal Call.  At that time, GRC may ask for supplemental information to your proposals.  At a minimum, non-selected firms will be notified and provided the basis for the selection decisions as soon as possible after Center proposal submission to NASA Headquarters.

All proposals will be treated as proprietary information and controlled as such.

3.2 RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS 

Responses are limited to no more than 7 pages that fully address the evaluation criteria in not less than 12-point font. Excluded from the page count are the pricing information (item 3 below), the system reviews information (item 4 below), the cover letter, title pages, table of contents, list of acronyms page, and any appendices.  To facilitate the government’s evaluation and selection, a single response is requested from each respondent.  Respondents may feel free to attach additional appendices (e.g., company brochures) that describe their capabilities further, but we encourage brevity.  

Industry proposals are due to NASA GRC no later than 5 p.m. EST on February 3, 2006.  Any responses received after this time and date will be handled as late proposals in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation 15.208. 

Responses to this Notice must be submitted in the form of three printed copies and one standardized compact disc (CD) format.  The CD may be in Adobe Acrobat Portable Data Format (PDF) or in Microsoft Office 2003 applications (Word, Excel, Access and Power Point).  Acceptable embedded graphics are JPEG or GIF format.  Responses should be be submitted by mail or be hand-carried, which includes delivery by courier services, to the following address:

NASA Glenn Research Center

Attn: Gary Horsham, MS 4-8

21000 Brookpark Road

Cleveland, OH 44135
Alternatively, Respondents can deliver their response package to the bid depository located at NASA GRC in Building 500, room 1301.

The response package must include the following: 

1. The specific system, technology, concept or capability proposed to support the RLEP mission, including a description of capabilities and qualifications offered. The respondents should outline proposed areas of participation. 

2. A summary of the most relevant experience and related performance in the proposed concept area.  Please indicate up to three similar efforts. The respondents should provide evidence that supports its claims of expertise and capability.

3. Pricing information shall consist of the following rates, as applicable to the respondent for work performed in respondent’s facility(ies):  
· Wages/salaries (for each applicable skill category)
· Labor Overhead (specify base to which rate is applied)
· Other Overhead (specify base)
· General and Administrative Costs (specify base)
· Fee of Profit (specify base)
The above rates should be those currently projected for the respondent’s current and subsequent three fiscal years.  To assist in this effort provide as an Appendix the address of your cognizant Defense Contract Audit Agency, Defense Contract Management Agency, Name and Address of the Administrative Contracting Officer, Copies of latest Forward Pricing Rate Agreements and/or Forward Pricing Rate Recommendations.  
4. Respondents are also to provide the current status of, date of last review, name of and address with phone number of the governmental agency who performed the review for the following systems reviews.  Contractor Estimating System Review (CESR)

Contractor Billing System Review

Contractor Accounting System Review

Contractor Disclosure Statement Accuracy

Determination of Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) Applicability

Level of CAS Applicability

If the review has not been performed, Respondents are requested to provide a negative response.

SECTION 4 - COMMUNICATIONS 

4.1 TELECONFERENCE 

GRC will host a teleconference for the purpose of receiving and answering questions from potential respondents regarding any aspect of this announcement and the related internal call for proposals process.  The following information on this teleconference is provided:

Date and Time:

Friday, January 27, 2006; 2:30pm EST

Toll-Free call-in Number:
888-566-5776

International Toll Number:
210-234-0017

Password:


31522#
4.2 COMMUNICATION RESTRICTIONS

GRC will impose local restrictions on communications regarding this notice and the processing of responses.  All communications with potential respondents will be restricted to the technical and procurement points of contact identified in the synopsis of this Notice.

4.3 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELEASES
The Internet site, or URL, for the NASA/GRC Business Opportunities page is http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi?gr=D&pin=22

It is the responsibility of potential respondents to monitor the NASA Acquisition Internet Service (NAIS), GRC Procurement site for any further information concerning this Notice.

Offerors may also refer to the GRC Exploration website at:

http://exploration.grc.nasa.gov/Exploration/external.htm for general information
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