Best Value Criteria

The award will be made on the basis of a number of factors.  These best value evaluation criteria are, in order of importance:

   1. Quality and Reliability

   2. Usability

   3. Past Performance

   4. Price

The following text describes the factors above, in part, and is representative of the specific factors that will be taken into consideration for the procurement of this Intellectual Property (IP):

1. Quality and Reliability

==========================

Compliance with the requirements of both MIL-STD-1553B Notice 2 and architectural requirements in the specification.  Completeness of the test benches and certification tests for the configuration being procured.  Robust performance in the environment for which the product is intended in all nominal and credible off-nominal situations (e.g., electrical noise, electrical disturbances, radiation, etc.).  VHSIC Hardware Description Language (VHDL) "code" organization, modularization, and coding style.  Robust clocking and logic design structures making circuit performance tolerant of credible changes in device performance characteristics.

2. Usability

============

A. Documentation.  Rigor with which the IP's performance and interface is defined.  Application notes guiding the user to a correct and reliable integration of the core.  Adequacy of comments embedded in the VHDL description.  Readability of the VHDL description.

B. IP.  Amount of complexity involved in applying and integrating the IP.  Amount of effort required in synthesizing the IP to a robust circuit implementation.

3. Past Performance

===================

Information provided by the bidder or otherwise available to NASA with regards to the performance of the IP being procured and other IP developed by the bidding organization.  

Performance of the IP being procured will have higher priority over other IP.  Third party certification and/or compliance reports may be submitted to support this section of the evaluation.  These reports can be the result of either hardware testing or an independent review and analysis.  Information from other customers in the high reliability field (e.g., space, military systems including aircraft and weapons, mission- or safety-critical applications, etc.) may be submitted for consideration.  

The currency and relevance of the information, source of the information, context of the data, and general trends in the bidder's performance will be considered.

4. Price and Licensing

======================

Cost of the core and use policy (e.g., breadboards and engineering models, multiple use on a mission, site use, etc.).  Maintenance and support for required modifications and bug fixes, analysis of problems.
1

