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National Aeronautics andPRIVATE 

Space Administration

Goddard Space Flight Center

Greenbelt, MD  20771

Reply to Attn of: 210.S








June 1, 2004

TO: POTENTIAL OFFERORS

SUBJECT:   NNG9461779R for the Hubble Space Telescope (HST) Robotic Vehicle Deorbit Module (HRVDM)/Hubble Disposal Vehicle (HDV) Solicitation.

You are invited to submit proposals to NASA/GSFC for the above solicitation, which will result in award of either of the following efforts in accordance with the provision contained in Section L.2 of this solicitation: 

· HST Robotic Vehicle Deorbit Module (HRVDM):  This is a component of a larger vehicle whose combined purpose is to provide robotic servicing and life extension of the HST, and ultimately end-of-life controlled re-entry or other safe disposal of HST.  

· Hubble Disposal Vehicle (HDV):  This is a stand-alone vehicle whose purpose is to only provide end-of-life controlled re-entry or other safe disposal of the HST.

For either the HRVDM or HDV efforts, offerors are free to propose any method of HST disposal that complies with NASA Program Directive (NPD) 8710.3B.
The above efforts will be unrestricted (full and open) competition.   The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code for this acquisition is 336414 and the Small Business size standard is 1,000.

Due to schedule constraints created by the condition of the Hubble Space Telescope, it is necessary for the agency to release this Request for Proposal (RFP) prior to the final decision by the agency on which of the above mission efforts will be awarded a final contract.    Offerors are invited to submit proposals for either vehicle, however offerors who propose a vehicle for the servicing and deorbit mission shall also propose a vehicle for the disposal-only mission.  Offerors submitting only a proposal for the servicing and deorbit mission will be determined to be non-responsive to this request for proposals and their proposal will not be evaluated.  
Source selection procedures will be utilized to select a proposal for each vehicle effort.  The agency will then select one of these two proposals for contract award, based upon the agency's ultimate programmatic mission profile determination. However, the agency reserves the right to not make any award from this solicitation.  The award of a contract resulting from this solicitation is contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds from which payment for contract purposes can be made.  

Please read the enclosed documents carefully, particularly the instructions and evaluation criteria contained in Sections L and M.  In addition to the consolidated sections K, L, and M that apply to both efforts, offerors should take note that there are additional attachments (see Section L.18) that provide proposal instructions and evaluation criteria that are specific to each effort. Failure to comply with these instructions could result in your proposal being considered unacceptable.  

Your offer must have an acceptance period of not less than 180 days.

Offerors are requested to pay particular attention to all fill-ins required in the model contract to ensure that the copies submitted with the proposal(s) provide the Government the ability to award based on initial proposals.

A preproposal conference will be held as indicated below

Date: June 10, 2004

Time:  10: 00 am – 12:00 PM (HRVDM); 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm (HDV)

Location: GSFC Conference Room/Bldg.  8, Auditorium

Government personnel will discuss the requirements and answer questions regarding the solicitation.  If you have questions, it is helpful if you submit them in writing to the Government representative at least two (2) calendar days prior to the conference.  Additionally, attendance is limited as described in section L.7.  Written comments and questions to be addressed at the pre-proposal conference shall be sent to:





Carlos R. McKenzie





NASA/GSFC





Mail Code 464





Greenbelt, MD 20771





Phone:  (301)286-0599





Fax: (301)286-0214





E-mail: Carlos.R.McKenzie@nasa.gov
As stated in Section L.12 of this solicitation, the Mission Suitability and Cost Proposal Volumes must be received at the designated receiving office by July 16, 2004, at 2:00 PM EST.   However, the Business Volume of the proposal must be received by July 2, 2004, at 2:00 PM EST.    Offerors are advised that the HRVDM/HDV acquisition schedule has several external factors that limit schedule extensions or delays.  The proposal due date will not be extended based on routine issues or requests. 

As of this date, the procurement is in an official “Black-out.”  The undersigned is the sole point of contact concerning this solicitation.  The contracting officer may contacted by electronic mail at Carlos.R.McKenzie@nasa.gov or by telephone at (301) 286-0599 with any inquiries.  For identification purposes, all communications regarding this solicitation should include the above-referenced solicitation number.

Your interest in NASA requirements is appreciated.

/s/

Carlos R. McKenzie, Jr.

Contracting Officer

Enclosures 
