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Date: September 30, 2004

 
1. NASA ARC wants to inform potential offerors that it plans to include an award term incentive in the final solicitation.  An award term incentive rewards a contractor’s good performance by extending the term of the contract.  NASA ARC intends for the award term incentive to be linked to the Management/Directed Outreach portion of the Statement of Work.  NASA ARC intends for the base period of performance to be five years, with an additional five years available as award term incentives.

2. At this time NASA does not have the ability to issue a task order contract with a period of performance greater than 5 years because of a change that was made to the U.S. Code last year.  Congress is currently considering amending this provision of the U.S. Code via the DOD FY05 Authorization Bill.  If the U.S. Code is appropriately changed, the period of performance in the final solicitation could potentially be 10 years. 

3. NASA ARC intends to release the final solicitation shortly after the DOD FY05 Authorization Bill is signed.  For planning purposes, the following schedule was developed, based on the DOD FY04 Authorization Bill signature date.  If necessary, the current contract will be extended.  Potential offerors should continue to monitor the NASA Acquisition Internet Service (NAIS) website for updates concerning this procurement.  Any additional updates to the release of the final solicitation will be posted as necessary.  
	Milestones
	Date

	Issue RFP
	11/29/04

	Proposal(s) due
	01/07/05 

	Contract award
	04/15/05 


4. NASA ARC solicits input from potential offerors on the above schedule: (1) Can the offeror submit a high quality proposal in the time allotted by the above schedule?  (2) If the DOD FY05 Authorization Bill is signed earlier than expected allowing the RFP to be issued earlier, would the offeror prefer more time for proposal preparation and a due date just after the New Year or less time and a due date just before December 25, 2004?  Please provide your comments via email to the Contracting Officer at Deborah.E.Glass@nasa.gov.

5. At this time, NASA ARC is no longer holding one-on-one meetings with potential offerors regarding this procurement.  NASA ARC intends to provide any updated information on the web.  Potential offerors may continue to submit any questions to the Contracting Officer.

