Attachment 1

A. Specifications:

1. The following describes the minimum requirements for an Electron Back-Scattered Diffraction (EBSD) hardware system for a Government-owned Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) located at Langley Research Center, NASA.   The EBSD system will be used primarily for micro-textural characterization of light alloys (e.g. aluminum alloys, titanium alloys and also other aerospace materials).  The EBSD hardware system may be used at pressures as high as 20 torr.

2. The EBSD hardware system shall be fully compatible with an FEI Philips XL-30 Field Emission Gun (FEG) Environmental Scanning Electron Microscope (ESEM).   

3. The EBSD hardware system shall be fully compatible with commercial PC-based EBSD software.  

4. The contractor shall provide a detector(s) for electron imaging of specimen microstructure at high tilt angles typical of EBSD analyses.  

5. The contractor shall provide a pico-ammeter for absorbed current.

6. The contractor shall provide all relevant hardware items, which are typically used in the EBSD hardware system to achieve satisfactory, complete and economical operation.   

7. All components shall be new (demonstration or used equipment is not acceptable).  

8. All parts shall be covered by a standard commercial warranty.  

9. The contractor shall provide training for up to three people.  Training shall occur on-site at NASA LaRC, Hampton, VA.   The contractor shall conduct training by qualified personnel (web-based, electronic or other training aids may supplement but not substitute for instructor personnel).  Training shall be accomplished within 30 days after installation and setup of the EBSD system unless otherwise approved by the contracting officer.  All training costs shall be included in the associated training line item.

10. The contractor shall provide three (3) copies of operating and maintenance manuals.  The manuals may be provided either in electronic format (i.e. CD ROM) or paper.

B. Selection Criteria:  As this is a ‘best value” procurement, the government reserves the right to award a purchase order to the quoter whose quote is most advantageous to the government; thus, the government may award a purchase order to other than the lowest quoted price.  The Government will award a purchase order resulting from this solicitation to the responsible offeror whose quote, conforming to the solicitation, will be most advantageous to the Government, price and other factors considered. The following factors shall be used to evaluate quotes:  (1) Technical; (2) Past Performance; (3) Price. Technical and past performance factors, when combined, are significantly more important than price.

The government is specifically, but not exclusively, interested in the following Technical areas:

a. Camera: data acquisition speed; sensitivity to image acquisition; ease of use; proximity to specimen to collect larger solid angles in the Kikuchi pattern.

b. Maintenance Agreement: favorable terms and responsive customer service.

c. Training:  training plan that identifies clear objectives to ensure personnel are properly and adequately trained to perform all functions of the EBSD system.

Quoters may identify and explain other system characteristics or features or terms that provide advantages.

C.  Quote Preparation Instructions: 

1.  Descriptive Technical Literature:

The quoter responding to this solicitation shall provide descriptive literature of its proposed product.  The government will use such literature to determine the technical merit in accordance with the section “Selection Criteria” cited above.

(a) "Descriptive literature," for the purpose of this solicitation, means information furnished by a quoter such as cuts, illustrations, drawings and brochures that shows a product's characteristics or construction or explains its operation. The term includes only that information required to evaluate the acceptability of the product and excludes other information for operating or maintaining the product.

(b) Descriptive literature is required to establish, for the purpose of evaluation and award, details of the product offered that are specified elsewhere in the solicitation and pertain to significant elements such as --

     (1) Design;

     (2) Materials;

     (3) Components;

     (4) Performance characteristics; and

     (5) Methods of manufacture, assembly, construction, or operation.

(c) Descriptive literature shall be --

     (1) Identified to show the item(s) of the offer to which it applies; and

     (2) Received by the time specified in this solicitation.

(d) If the quoter fails to submit descriptive literature on time, the Government may reject the quote, except that the Government may accept late descriptive literature subject to the terms contained in the section “Instructions” of this solicitation.

(e) If the descriptive literature fails to show that the product offered conforms to the specifications of the solicitation, the Government will reject the bid.

Quoters are encouraged to clearly identify any characteristic(s) or feature(s) of their proposed product that provide technical advantages.  Quoters may supplement their technical literature to explain key system advantages that are not readily and clearly apparent in the literature.

2.  Past Performance:

Complete a table for three (3) references for similar services performed or products delivered (as applicable) not earlier than three (3) years from the date of the Request for Quote.  E-mail the completed form to: t.d.Williams@larc.nasa.gov
Offeror Name:      
Reference 1:

	Business Name of reference  & address
	     

	Point of Contact
	     

	Phone number
	     

	e-mail address
	     

	Contract or Purchase Order Number
	     

	Dollar Value
	     

	Period of Performance
	     

	Description of Services Performed or products delivered
	     

	Explain any problems and resolutions
	     


Reference 2:

	Business Name of reference & address
	     

	Point of Contact
	     

	Phone number
	     

	e-mail address
	     

	Contract or Purchase Order Number
	     

	Dollar Value
	     

	Period of Performance
	     

	Description of Services Performed or products delivered
	     

	Explain any problems and resolutions
	     


Reference 3:

	Business Name of reference  & address
	     

	Point of Contact
	     

	Phone number
	     

	e-mail address
	     

	Contract or Purchase Order Number
	     

	Dollar Value
	     

	Period of Performance
	     

	Description of Services Performed or products delivered
	     

	Explain any problems and resolutions
	     


Accuracy and Adequacy of Information:

The quoter is responsible for ensuring that the information required is accurate and complete. The government may determine the offeror to be non-responsive if the information provided is inaccurate or incomplete to allow the Government to conduct a past performance or technical evaluation.
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