Q:  Current machining tolerances for drilling holes in the cladding

substrate for the core rods may limit the drawn fiber center-to-center

core distance tolerance to +/- 3.5 microns.  Can the center-to-center

core distance tolerance specification be relaxed from +/- 2.5 microns to

+/- 3.5 microns?

A:  Yes, the specification for center-to-center core spacing tolerance

can be relaxed to a maximum of +/- 3.5 microns with the expectation that

the vendor will provide best effort practices to be well within these

tolerance limits.

Q:  Can the overall 2-km length of fiber be delivered in smaller

sections than two 1-km spools?

A:  Yes, the fiber can be delivered in smaller sections, each section

not to be less than 100 meters in length.  Each section of fiber should

be the same length +/- 5 meters.  Each section of fiber should be

independently spooled.  

