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On behalf of the NASA Langley Research Center, we thank you for your interest in the Research Operations, Maintenance and Engineering (ROME) procurement.  Since 1917 Langley Research Center has been a leader in aeronautics research, and the ROME contractor will be instrumental in helping us write the next chapter in our historic endeavor to understand the concept of flight.  Additionally, like this Center’s namesake - the astronomer Samuel Pierpont Langley - the ROME contractor will be involved in much more than aeronautics.  The ROME contractor will provide infrastructure support for Langley’s cutting-edge atmospheric sciences research as well as for our contributions to NASA’s space programs.  In short, the ROME contractor will be integral to the success of Langley Research Center.

In the ROME procurement we have combined tried-and-true source selection methods with innovative ideas aimed at improving the way we choose a contractor and manage the resulting contract.  Award Term contracting is certainly the most important of these innovations.  It gives NASA and the ROME contractor the opportunity to extend our contractual relationship beyond the normal five-year limit if the contractor is providing excellent technical performance and controlling cost.  This is the ultimate “win-win” scenario in Government contracting, and we are excited to be able to provide this opportunity.  Set Fee is another innovation that we think will make a positive contribution to the ROME contract.  Competitive pressures in recent years have forced contract fees down to bare bones levels, so we have set virtually all of the fee levels and share ratios in the RFP at levels adequate to ensure that the ROME contractor will be able to invest confidently in this effort without fear of sustaining losses.  The Oral Past Performance Presentation is an innovation that we think will help us do a better job of selecting the right contractor.  Nobody can do a better job than you at mapping your own relevant experience to the work required under ROME, and orals will provide you with a forum for demonstrating the quality and relevance of your past performance.

ROME is arguably the most important procurement that NASA Langley will conduct in this decade.  The ROME contractor, to quote Dr. Douglas Dwoyer’s remarks at the ROME Presolicitation Conference, “will be entrusted with our family jewels”, which are Langley’s major wind tunnels.  We encourage you to consider this trust, and the responsibility that goes with it, in the days and weeks ahead as you prepare your proposal for the ROME procurement.
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