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Additional Information

1. Information requests concerning this procurement should be referred to:

Deborah Glass, dglass@mail.arc.nasa.gov, phone 650-604-3747 

Rachel Khattab, rkhattab@mail.arc.nasa.gov, phone 650-604-5237 

2. Information regarding this procurement is posted at the website below.  All interested parties are encouraged to monitor this site for the most current information regarding this procurement.

http://procurement.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/EPS/sol.cgi?acqid=100191#Other
Background

Over the last five years, ARC has experienced a massive transformation from a broad, discipline-specific research base to a tightly-coupled, multidisciplinary research base in information technology, biotechnology, nanotechnology, computer science, aerospace operations, astrobiology and fundamental biology directed towards NASA's missions.  The grand challenge of NASA's mission to explore space and study the origin and role of life in the universe is driving the Agency's focus on the technology triad of information technology, biotechnology and nanotechnology.  

Over the past year, a team of technical and procurement experts at ARC has conducted market research to determine the best construct to meet our changing requirements.  The team has primarily focused on Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDC), Department of Defense University Affiliated Research Centers (UARC) and Institutes (NASA and other).  For many reasons provided in more detail in the Draft Acquisition Plan (DAP) on the web-site, ARC has decided to establish a unique, hybrid research center model that consists of a lean, civil service-based core research center tightly coupled with a UARC. 

UARC Description

The UARC will provide the capability to attract top-tier research talent, focused on NASA’s multidisciplinary mission needs. The UARC coupled with the ARC civil servant core will provide the agility and the long-term continuity essential to NASA’s pursuit of emerging technologies. 

The ARC UARC’s mission will be to perform, in direct collaboration with the ARC, strategic multi-disciplinary, integrative research and science that supports NASA’s long-term mission requirements.  Additionally, it will provide for educational interaction between university faculty, students and ARC researchers to develop future human resources in technology and science through a “Teaching Systems Institute”.  The UARC’s
 program activities will extend from fundamental investigations through development and field testing of prototype systems demonstrating new science and technological advances.  

The UARC’s core competencies will include Information Technology, Biotechnology, Nanotechnology, Aerospace Operations, Astrobiology, Fundamental Space Biology, and Computer Science.  The UARC will have capabilities in the areas of Artificial Intelligence/Autonomous Reasoning, Human Factors/ Human-Centered Computing, Knowledge Engineering, Evolvable Hardware and Software, Biomolecular Technologies and Science, Nano-electronics and Computing, Exobiology, Astrophysics, Planetary Protections Science, Biology, Genomics, Proteomics, Cellomics, Operations Automation, System Simulation and Modeling, and the Engineering of Complex Systems.  It is expected that many more new discoveries critical to NASA’s mission will emerge from the innovative integration among these disciplines.  

The “Systems Teaching Institute” will address the gaps between academic courses and complex applications.   The gaps principally occur in three areas; (1) between academic courses and complex applications; (2) between faculty and practitioners; and (3) between reductionist and holistic approaches.  These gaps are a particular problem in rapidly moving interdisciplinary fields like Info-Bio-Nano which are of importance to NASA.   The Systems Teaching Institute will be a pilot for global change in science and engineering education.
The UARC will benefit from the NASA Research Park.  The UARC and NRP are independent initiatives.  The Park is intended to provide a world-class, shared use research and development campus in association with Government entities, academia, industry, and non-profits to enhance NASA's research leadership and educational and outreach goals.

Budget

It is expected that this contract will be in the order of $100 million over a five-year period.  The initial budget estimate for the first year is anticipated to be $10-20 million.  Budgets for subsequent years will increase as additional requirements are phased into the UARC.    

Current Status

The Draft Acquisition Plan (DAP) and associated documents were posted on the web-site on February 13, 2002.  Input was requested by March 18, 2002 in all areas in order to obtain a more thorough understanding of the capabilities and concerns of interested parties.  The Acquisition Strategy Meeting (ASM) was held on June 6, 2002 at NASA HQ’s.  The responses to the DAP questions and comments from external organizations were posted July 18, 2002.
Planned Milestones for this Acquisition

	Milestones
	Dates 

	Issuance of Synopsis/Draft Solicitation
	July/August 2002

	Final Solicitation
	August/September 2002

	Proposal(s) due
	October 2002

	Complete evaluation of proposal(s)
	December 2002

	Completion of negotiations
	January 2003

	Complete Contract preparation, review, and clearance
	February 2003

	Contract award
	February 2003


