Question and Answer #2
Q1)  The solicitation list pulse tubes for the cooler which is fine for, but is the end user set on pulse tubes or would they consider GM coolers as well? From a cost standpoint the GM cooler would be the better choice.  You will get all the cooling capacity you need with a GM cooler at much lower cost.  Also, with a damepening system you will get the  same vibration levels as with the pulse tube on a dampener. (pules tubes have a longer service period).  I just wanted to present an option that would save some money.

A1)  The requirements are based on the pulse-tube coolers, therefore all proposals must be based on this requirement.  However, in addition to the original proposal(s), offerors may submit other alternative approaches as options to reflect cost savings, performance, and reliability. 

