Ares I Upper Stage
Notice of Intent (Revised)  
Instrument Unit Avionics Solicitation
As further explained in the Request for Information previously posted, the Ares I Upper Stage (US) is planning separate acquisitions for the US production and Instrument Unit (IU) Avionics portions of the vehicle. This Notice of Intent (NOI) pertains only to the IU Avionics. The IU Avionics contract is expected to include Design Development Test, and Evaluation (DDT&E) producibility support, and production of avionics for initial test flights and flights beyond Initial Operational Capability (IOC) through FY2016. The NASA Design Team (NDT) leads throughout DDT&E with the IUA contractor’s producibility support providing assistance to the NDT including the provision and integration of hardware and support for testing.
NASA has invited Industry to participate in several key technical and programmatic events as noted in the US Notice of Intent for the Ares I IU Avionics Solicitation posted August 18, 2006. Upcoming events specific to US IU Avionics are a Pre-Solicitation Conference followed by One-on-One Dialog Sessions. 
To update the August 18, 2006 NOI responses, NASA is requesting Industry to re-submit their intention to propose for the US IU Avionics acquisition. Identification of probable teaming arrangements is requested but not mandatory and will be used by NASA for planning purposes. This response will allow NASA assurance that appropriate parties receive invitations to these events.     

The events that Industry may be invited to attend, either as a participant or an observer, will be those that NASA believes will assist contractors in understanding key requirements for the upcoming procurement. Events may include various Technical Interchange Meetings and the US Systems Requirements Review which includes IU Avionics.  However, attendance will be limited.   
The US IU Avionics Pre-Solicitation Conference details will be addressed in the draft RFP release which is planned for Spring 2007.  Anticipated attendance will include multiple small businesses. 
NASA’s ability to accommodate attendance at technical meetings is dependent on the number of responses received.  Responses are due back no later than February 2, 2007 to Ketela Helton, Office of Procurement, PS40, Marshall Space Flight Center AL 35754; e-mail Ketela.K.Helton@nasa.gov; the phone number is 256-544-7179, should any questions arise.   E-mail response is sufficient.  

