ARES I UPPER STAGE

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) UPDATE
November 21, 2006
1.  Representatives from MSFC’s Upper Stage Office will be at the Michoud Assembly Facility to interface with Industry on the following days:

Manufacturing and Assembly:  Nov 29-Dec 1, 2006, and Dec 11-15, 2006

Integrated Logistics Support:    Nov 29-Dec 21, Dec 4- 8, and Dec 11-15, 2006

Sessions with these personnel will be scheduled on half day increments.  Scheduling will begin on Monday November 27 through DCMA/Randy McGee at 504-257-2644.  

2.  The Reaction Control System (RCS) Advanced Development solicitation for thruster work was released on Friday, Nov 17, 2006 and can be accessed through the Business Opportunities page on this NAIS website.
3.  The following clarification is provided for planning purposes for both the Upper Stage Production and Instrument Unit solicitations.   It is anticipated that the solicitations will not have specific instructions for the utilization of other NASA field centers in a prime contractors’ proposal (other than the Government Furnished Property, Services and Facilities identified in the solicitation).  There is no prohibition on utilizing other NASA field centers for production support; however such support shall be proposed with the same level of cost and technical detail, commitment level and approach for prime contractor to manage, and availability as with any other teammate or subcontractor.  Also, it is the prime contractor’s responsibility to work with any potential partner to ensure there are no Organization Conflict of Interest issues.  Finally, there is no preconceived judgment concerning the merit of including NASA participation in this manner; the proposals will be evaluated in accordance with each solicitation’s evaluation criteria and the offerors should propose accordingly.  Source evaluation will be neutral in regard to field center participation unless and only to the extent such participation is stated in the solicitation’s evaluation criteria.
4.  The Small Business Specialist, David Brock, phone number that was previously published included a typo and the correct number is 256-544-0267.

5.  The following information is provided to clarify the Non-Disclosure Agreements previously published.  The agreement is based on a generic template that can accommodate bilateral agreements.  However, for the purposes of the Ares I solicitations they will be used via unilateral contractor signature only to cover release of NASA Sensitive but Unclassified Information that potential offerors can utilize in their planning for proposal development.  NASA does not intend to sign and return the NDAs that have signed unilaterally by Industry.

