RFQ NNL04078959Q

QUESTIONS & RESPONSES

SEPTEMBER 24, 2004

Q1: The specification requires a No-charge Sample of both items to be
made in a PRODUCTION run.  It seems unreasonable to invest that much for such a small order.

A1: We only require a sample of either item 1 or item 2 as identified in Amendment 1 to the specifications. (not both) 
Note: Offerors may provide a sample from either a production run or a laboratory run as per response to Q3 below.
Q2: The lead-time for RP-46 prepregs is 4-6 weeks.  This RFQ is asking
for a custom lot of resin be made by [redacted] (pure methanol version) and
two (2) special (stand-alone) production runs be made at [redacted], in order
to have samples to NASA within 14-working days, which is not possible.

A2: The spec sheet is changed to allow for a resin formulation that is 95% methanol, 5% isopropanol.

Q3: Would NASA accept samples made on [redacted] R&D Laboratory equipment?
This equipment is typically used to fill small orders for customers who
need material quickly.  You can assure your technical people that these
prepreg samples are in fact representative of our production-made
materials.  This option is the only way [redacted] will be capable of
responding to your RFQ.

A3: We feel that laboratory samples would allow a less than ideal but acceptable evaluation.  The companies should be willing to warrant that the lab samples are in fact representative of their production materials. The attached specs reflect this change.

Q4: The test analyses to be performed at NASA Langley are specified to
include Cured Composite Density and Cured Composite Void Content.  These
test results are subjective / dependent upon the cure process used by
NASA are do not reflect material quality or supplier capability and
should not be considered as part of the competition evaluation.

A4: This is an item of contention that Langley disagrees with.  First of all, all samples from all companies will be processed identically and cured at the same time using the same cycle, so the process used will be the same in all cases.  Secondly, if the material samples meet the specifications, the optimum cure cycle and processing requirements are well known.  Not only did Langley invent the resin system, but engineers here have over 10 years of experience processing composite materials that use the resin.  The results will be much better than merely "subjective".   If any of the responding companies have specific processing concerns or recommendations related to the cure cycle or any other aspect of processing the material, they are free to include those recommendations with their quotes. However, it is reasonable for the government to expect that optimized and known processing techniques for RP-46 based materials can be used to evaluate the quality of the PrePreg samples.

