Responses to Questions (September 2, 2004)

Solicitation Number NNL04078519Q

Question #1:  Please provide magnification requirements for microscope in bid package.

Response #1:  The magnification range needed for the inverted light microscope may be inferred from the requirements listed in the bid package.  The materials systems listed contain microstructural details, which are obviously beyond the highest magnifications possible in light optical microscopes.  For example, the (age hardenable) aluminum alloys listed contain strengthening precipitates, which require transmission electron microscopy for study.  A potential vendor would thus be expected to propose the widest magnification range (from lowest to highest magnification) available for any appropriate inverted light microscope in the vendor's product line.

