210.I                                                                                    August 19, 2004
TO:   ALL PROSPECTIVE OFFERORS  

SUBJECT: Executive Summary for the Request for Proposal (RFP) RFP-52838/GBX for the NASA Aircraft Support Services 

NASA, Goddard Space Flight Center's Wallops Flight Facility (GSFC/WFF) is issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for performing the management, operation and maintenance of Aircraft Support Services.  The Government is restructuring existing methodologies in obtaining flight services to support Science programs.  This RFP contains several features which reflect NASA's ongoing efforts to improve and streamline the acquisition process. The contract eventually awarded, as a result of the final RFP, will be a combination performance based, Firm-Fixed Price Baseline and Firm-Fixed Price Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity with Cost Reimbursable Features Contract. The contract will be for a period of five years.  The RFP contains options.  Note Options 3 and 4 are "may" propose options.  Options 1 and 2 shall be proposed.  Also, Option 1 and 3 may be exercised in one month intervals not to exceed 12 months.
The Government appreciates the interest in the Pre-solicitation Conference /Site Visit and the insightful questions received in response to the draft RFP.  Answers to submitted questions can be obtained electronically from the World Wide Web through the NASA/GSFC Business Opportunities page at: http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi?gr=D&pin=51.  The Government has considered the questions carefully, and made several changes for this final RFP.  These decisions were made to provide as much definition of the requirement as the Government has available.
This summary highlights some selected features below; however, this summary is not inclusive.  Offeror's are reminded that it is their responsibility to read and understand the requirement and terms and conditions of the contract, and to make business decisions in the preparation of their technical and cost proposal, accordingly.  In the event of a conflict between this summary and the solicitation, the solicitation shall take precedence.

While supporting NASA's on-going scientific missions, utilization of the facility for commercialization activity is encouraged.  As part of the proposal, a commercialization plan shall be submitted.  This plan shall describe all aspects of activity proposed to be performed utilizing Wallops Flight Facility.

This solicitation will be issued allowing full and open competition under NAICS Code of 481219 and a Small Business Size Criteria of six million dollars.  The offeror must demonstrate through its proposal, its understanding of the technical requirements and representative task models and their cost effectiveness in performing these services.  The technical approach shall address each functional element in the Statement of Work (SOW).  In accordance with NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 1815.403(b)(1), certified cost and pricing data is not required.  Offerors are strongly urged to accurately propose sufficient resources/costs for these services.

The RFP includes, by reference, provision 52-215-1 INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS-COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION (JAN 2004) that states that the Government intends to evaluate proposals and award a contract without discussions with offerors.  Therefore, the offeror's initial proposal should contain the offeror's best terms from a cost or price and technical standpoint.

All documents related to this procurement, including this summary, the RFP, attachments and exhibits, should be obtained electronically from the World Wide Web through the NASA/GSFC Business Opportunities page at:  http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi?gr=D&pin=51.  No paper copies will be mailed. 

The Government expects that innovative technical, business, and management approaches from industry will meet the requirements of NASA in a cost effective manner. 

If you have any questions regarding this solicitation, please email me at Lisa.B.Hall@nasa.gov or call me at (757) 824-1420 or Mr. James R. Dolan at James.R.Dolan@nasa.gov, (757) 824-2587.

Lisa B. Hall

Contracting Officer 

