AMENDMENT 3

Questions/Answers

Question - Can you be specific and provide objective criteria for the design, fabrication and delivery of the LM Purification System in terms of quality assurance program, system quality requirements, fabrication requirements, functional requirements or performance specifications that will result in properly meeting the solicitation objectives of alkali metal purification and potential future uses referenced in the initial answer.  The solicitation implies these requirements.
Answer -- While the main intention for the upcoming year is to use this loop for producing purified metal in large quantities, there are plans to make this loop available in the future as a component test-bed for components which will be designed for liquid metal reactor systems for multiple programs.  If this loop is used for component testing, it is possible that the components will then be tested in a reactor environment. It is also possible that this loop may be used to purify and fill the reactor system (both nuclear and non-nuclear testing).  Therefore, knowledge of reactor systems was placed as a requirement. Because the US has flown a system, Task 6 is an attempt to pull lessons learned and improvements from space reactor systems so we don’t make the same mistakes again (or new ones which could be avoided).

Please keep in mind that although knowledge of reactor systems was listed as a requirement, the most important element when evaluating this contract is cost. Therefore, even if the vendor has no flight experience, we will still evaluate their proposal as the benefit of cost weighs more heavily than the experience base.

