RFQ3-6510PT                                                                                                     

  PARTNERSHIPS WITH GRC FOR H&RT INTRAMURAL CALL FOR PROPOSALS


PREFACE 

GRC is issuing this Request For Quotation (RFQ) for the purpose of openly soliciting information from prospective partners regarding their availability, cost, capabilities, and past performance in relation to various technologies required in the Advanced Space Technology Program (ASTP) and the Technology Maturation Program (TMP). The overall objective of these two H&RT programs is to contribute to the development of new technologies and systems necessary to support the Exploration Vision, as implemented by the Exploration Systems Enterprise (ExS). 
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SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 GENERAL INFORMATION 

NASA’s Exploration Systems Enterprise (ExE) has issued an Intramural Call for Proposals (ICP) as part of its Human and Robotic Technology (H&RT) Theme. The H&RT Theme ICP includes the following two H&RT programs: 

Advanced Space Technology Program (ASTP) - This program funds research and development of high-leverage space technologies to support solar system exploration and other NASA applications. This program will conduct fundamental research, technology development, and tool development. AST will work closely with Technology Maturation to identify technologies to meet solar system explorations needs. 

Technology Maturation Program (TMP) - This program, comprising mid- to high- TRL technology maturation, demonstration and flight experiments, will pursue new technologies in the areas of high energy space systems, advanced space systems and platforms, advanced space operations, and lunar & planetary surface operations. The program will advance key technologies required to enable the U.S. Exploration Vision, with a focus on the human and robotic exploration of the Moon, Mars and other destinations. 

The Glenn Research Center (GRC) is leading a proposal development effort in response to NASA Headquarters’ Intramural Call for Proposal Memorandum released on May 14, 2004. The GRC is soliciting capable and experienced partners to join the center in proposal development, and if the proposal is selected by NASA Headquarters, in execution of the proposal. For the portion of this partnership opportunity dealing with the preparation of the initial proposal submission to the ICP, there will be no exchange of funds between the teaming partners. Should the submitted proposal not be selected by the Office of Exploration, NASA shall not be responsible for any costs occasioned by the partner.  That is, NASA will not be responsible for any costs incurred by responders in preparing a response to the RFQ or by the partners in the preparation of a joint proposal.  However, should the Glenn Proposal be selected, GRC will noncompetitively negotiate a contract with our selected partner(s) within the framework of this RFQ.  

1.2 RFQ PURPOSE 

This Request for Quotation (RFQ) is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government to enter into a contract. This RFQ is subject to revision or cancellation at any time. 

As a result of this RFQ, GRC anticipates entering into a partnering phase activity with one or more potential proposer(s) who are selected as the best value partner(s) for NASA Glenn in responding to the OExS’s ICP Memorandum.  GRC has the right to select more than one partner who meets the selection criteria. GRC has included the H&RT ICP Memorandum as an attachment to this RFQ to enable potential respondents to learn more about the H&RT programs, and to enable them to respond to this RFQ. The information contained on this web site is essential for developing an understanding of the H&RT effort. 
SECTION 2. RFQ SCOPE 

2.1 OVERVIEW 

During the proposal development phase in response to NASA Headquarters' ICP, the selected partners will participate as part of the Intramural proposal team. If the technology proposal is selected by NASA Headquarters, GRC will negotiate a contract with each partner consistent with their agreed upon role and this RFQ.  In response to this RFQ, the respondent(s) will describe briefly the requested information below. 

2.2 DETAILS OF THE OPPORTUNITY 

The schedule of work is as follows: 

Proposal Development Phase - May 28, 2004 - June 14, 2004 

Contract Exececution - July 28, 2004 - March 29, 2008 (approximate dates) 

Scope of Work for the Partner(s):   In advance of the proposal writing phase, partners are expected to provide technical expertise to describe their interest and capabilities to develop technology relevant to the H&RT Theme and consistent with GRC core capabilities. 

Advanced Space Technology Program includes the following element programs: 

Advanced Studies, Concepts and Tools (ASCT) Program. 

This program will be responsible for advanced studies, concepts and related activities to inform future decisions concerning all H&RT programs. The ASTP will develop prototypes of new models and tools for use by exploration requirements studies and activities (for example, by the Requirements Division of the Office of Exploration Systems). 

Advanced Materials and Structural Concepts (AMSC) Program 

This program will be responsible for low-TRL development and testing of novel materials and structural concepts for a wide range of future exploration applications. 

Communications, Computing, Electronics & Imaging (CCEI) Program 

This program will be responsible for low-TRL development and testing of novel communications, computing, electronics and imaging concepts and technologies for diverse future exploration applications. The special focus is on new devices and components for use in future space systems. 

Software, Intelligent Systems and Modeling (SISM) Program 

This program will be responsible for low-TRL development and testing of novel software, intelligent systems and modeling concepts and technologies for diverse future exploration applications. This element program will also be the focal point for H&RT utilization of NASA or other national supercomputing assets. 

Power, Propulsion and Chemical Systems (PPCS) Program 

The PPCS Program will pursue low-TRL technology research and development across a wide range of topics related to advanced power, propulsion and various chemical systems topics. 

Technology Maturation Program includes the following element programs: 

High Energy Space Systems (HESS) Program 

The HESS technology program will develop and demonstrate a range of key new capabilities for human/robotic space exploration. These demonstrations may involve either a single new subsystem/system (e.g., a new approach to power generation and management) or the validation of several new systems in a larger, higher-fidelity demonstration or test bed. 

Advanced Space Systems & Platforms (ASSP) Technology Program 

The ASSP Technology Program will develop and demonstrate a range of key new capabilities for human/robotic space exploration. The formulation and later execution of this element program will be pursued in close coordination with related programs within H&RT, as well as within the Office of Biological and Physical Research. 

Advanced Space Operations (ASO) Technology Program 

The ASO Technology Program will be planned and implemented in close coordination with the ASSP Technology Program (described above); this will involve coordinated development of interfaces and interface standards, and may also involve jointly sponsored major demonstrations 

Lunar & Planetary Surface Operations (LPSO) Technology Program 

The LPSO Technology Program will be planned and implemented in close coordination with the ASSP Technology Program (described above); this will involve coordinated development of interfaces and interface standards, and may also involve jointly sponsored major demonstrations. 

In-Space Technology Experiments (InSTEP) Program 

The InSTEP program will enable the timely identification, development and flight of important experiments (at TRL 5 or lower) in space to validate novel technology applications, as well as occasional larger-scale and/or higher fidelity demonstrations incorporating multiple technologies in new, interdisciplinary systems concepts. In general, InSTEP will work in close concert with other H&RT programs, providing flight opportunities for lower TRL technologies emerging from the ASTP, as well as defining and flying technology flight experiments related to technology maturation efforts that are cross-cutting in character. 

SECTION 3. RFQ RESPONSES 

3.1 GRC'S EVALUATION CRITERIA:   GRC will evaluate the submitted information from the respondents by considering the following: 

· Relevance of proposed technical capability/interest to GRC’s areas of focus and capability relative to H&RT needs 

· The depth and relevance of experience and past performance history that convey a demonstrated ability to successfully perform proposal and concept development 

· The adequacy and availability of necessary human resource, facilities, and other resources for conducting research and development 

· The proper identification of the key challenges and technical effectiveness of your approach in dealing with these. 
· Price/cost reasonableness of organization

Each criterion is considered essentially equal. GRC will select partners based on our evaluation of each proposer’s response to the RFQ and our determination of what is best value of the Government.  GRC anticipates completing this evaluation no later than June 10, 2004. GRC may ask for supplemental information to your proposals. GRC reserves the right to select more than one industry partner. Non-selected firms may request a debriefing.
3.2 RFQ RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS 

Responses are limited to no more than 7 pages (5 technical section, 2 proposal pricing information) in not less than 12-point font. Excluded from the page count are the cover letter, title pages, table of contents, list of acronyms page, and appendices. Respondents may feel free to attach additional appendices that describe their capabilities further, but we encourage brevity.  Interested firms are requested to submit their proposals by mail or hand-carried to the following address:


NASA Glenn Research Center


Attn: Elaine Kobalka, MS 86-8


21000 Brookpark Road 


Cleveland, OH 44135 

NOTE:  Responses to this RFQ may also be submitted electronically.  Electronic responses shall be in Adobe Acrobat Portable Data Format (PDF) or Microsoft Office (Word, Excel). The acceptable embedded graphics are JPEG or GIF format. All electronically submitted responses to this RFQ shall be sent to:  

Timothy.C.Pierce@nasa.gov

The package must include the following: 

1. The specific technology, concept or capability proposed to support the Exploration Vision. A description of capabilities and qualifications offered. The respondents should outline proposed areas of participation. 
2. Relevant experience and past performance in the proposed concept area.  Please indicate up to three similar. The respondents need to provide evidence that supports claims of expertise and capability.
3. Pricing information shall show the direct labor costs of personnel proposed to perform the contractor’s area of participation, indirect costs, overhead costs, general and administrative costs, and fee/profit that would be applicable to these direct costs. Pricing information should be provided in such detail to allow for NASA to prepare Partnering Cost proposals in response to NASA HQ’s ICP opportunity.  To assist in this effort provide as an Appendix the address of your cognizant Defense Contract Audit Agency, Defense Contract Management Agency, Name and Address of the Administrative Contracting Officer, Copies of latest: Forward Pricing Rate Agreements, Forward Pricing Rate Recommendations.  
4. Offerors are also to provide the current status of, date of last review, name of and address with phone number of the governmental agency who performed the review for the following systems reviews.  If the review has not been performed or is not required, Offerors are required to provide a negative response.

Contractor Estimating System Review  (CESR)

Contractor Purchasing System Review  (CPR)

Contractor Billing System Review

Contractor Accounting System Review

Contractor Disclosure Statement Accuracy

Contractor Executive Compensation Review

Determination of Cost Accounting Standards (CAS) Applicability

Level of CAS applicability
Respondents are strongly encouraged to submit the technical section of their response by June 1, 2004.  However, the due date for entire response (technical and pricing information) is June 3, 2004.  

Respondents who intend to submit a response to this RFQ are requested to notify NASA GRC within five business days of receiving this notice. This contact shall not be considered binding, but shall be used as the distribution list for any additional correspondence. 

Questions concerning this RFQ may be asked during the two teleconferences to be held on the May 26, 2004 at 1:00 p.m. EDT and 3:00 p.m. EDT.  The telephone number and meeting identification numbers are:

1st Teleconference Meeting, 1:00 p.m. EDT:  (216) 433-6290, meeting ID# 123456

2nd Teleconference Meeting, 3:00 p.m. EDT: (216) 433-6280, meeting ID# 6391          
Respondents are encouraged to submit the technical section of their response by June 1, 2004.  The due date for entire response (technical and pricing information) is June 3, 2004.  

It is the responsibility of potential respondents to monitor the NASA Acquisition Internet Service (NAIS), GRC Procurement site for information concerning this RFQ. 
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