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July 16, 2004                                                                                                 

TO:               OFFERORS

SUBJECT:
Request For Proposal (RFP) RFP-4200059942-GBR for Space Environment In-Situ Suite (SEISS) – Formulation Phase of Phased Acquisition Using Progressive Competition Down-Selection Procedures

You are invited to submit a proposal to NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) for The Formulation Phase of the SEISS as described in Attachment A, Statement of Work, of the enclosed solicitation/ model contract.  This is a Phased Acquisition Using Progressive Competition Down-Selection Procedures.  This solicitation is available over the World Wide Web through the NASA Home Page.  The URL address for NASA business opportunities is http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/nais/link_syp.cgi.  The address for this solicitation is http://prod.nais.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/eps/bizops.cgi?gr=D&pin=51.

This effort will be a full and open competition and will be acquired in two distinct

phases - Formulation Phase, requiring Systems Requirements Analysis, System Trade Studies, Systems Requirements Baseline, and a Conceptual Design of the SEISS instrument and Implementation Phase, requiring the detailed design, fabrication and delivery of the SEISS.

It is anticipated that two (2) Formulation Phase awards will be made, culminating in a single Implementation Phase award. A progressive competition strategy will be used with down-selection of sources between the Formulation and Implementation Phases. To be eligible for Formulation Phase award, offerors must demonstrate relevant experience and the capability, or ability to acquire the capability, to perform both the Formulation and Implementation Phases. The competition for the Implementation Phase Award will build upon the results of the Formulation Phase and the award criteria for Implementation Phase will include successful completion of specified Formulation Phase requirements.  Note that any other responsible source may indicate its desire to submit a proposal by responding to the Implementation Phase synopsis.  See the clause I.14 “Phased Acquisition Using Progressive Competition Down-Selection Procedures” of the solicitation for a further description of the process. 

Formulation Phase requirements are to include the performance of  a  Systems Requirements Analysis, System Trade Studies, Systems Requirements Baseline, and a Conceptual Design of the SEISS instrument.  The Formulation Phase end product will be a single design concept, based on a demonstration, has incorporated technologies that have had the majority of the development risk retired.  It is anticipated that the Implementation Phase will consist of the detailed design, fabrication, integration, test, delivery, and post delivery support of the SEISS.  

Each Formulation Phase contract will be for a fixed price Not To Exceed (NTE) $2.0 million.  Current plans contemplate a Cost Plus Award Fee contract for the Implementation Phase Contract.
The GSFC point of contact for Small Business concerns related to this procurement is Mr. Gilberto DelValle, at (301) 286-8136.
Offerors are requested to pay particular attention to all fill-ins required in the draft contract to ensure that the four original executed copies submitted with the proposal provide the Government the ability to award based on initial proposals.  This RFP includes, by reference, provision 52.215-1, INSTRUCTIONS TO THE OFFERORS-COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION (MAY 2001), which states that the Government intends to evaluate proposals and award a contract without discussions with Offerors.  However, the Government reserves the right to conduct discussions in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 15 and NASA FAR Supplement (NFS) 1815, if the Contracting Officer determines them to be necessary.

This RFP does not commit NASA/GSFC to pay any proposal preparation costs, nor does it obligate NASA/GSFC to procure or contract for these services.  This request shall not be construed as authorization to proceed with, or be paid for charges incurred by performing any of the work called for in this solicitation.

Significant changes from the Draft RFP to the RFP are as follows:
1. The requirement for “Monthly Progress Reports” has been removed from

    Section B.1, Deliverable Requirements, formerly Item 10.
2. Clarification of the requirement for the submission of a Past Performance

    Questionnaire in RFP Section L.12, Business Proposal Instructions

    (Competitive) Volume II, (e) Major Subcontractors or Teaming Agreements. 

Your proposal is due no later than 3:00 p.m., EST, on August 30, 2004.  Please refer to L.14 “Proposal Marking and Delivery.”

If you have any questions regarding this solicitation, please contact Caesar Gooden at
(301) 286-0109, or by electronic mail at: Caesar.Gooden-1@nasa.gov.
“Signed”

Tammy Seidel

Contracting Officer

