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Building Information
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· Size:

139,000 Gross SF

· Floorplate:

27,800 SF

· 5 Floors

· New Construction (Identical

to temporary facility)

· Silver LEED Certification

· Open Floorplan

· Comprehensive financial incentives

provided by community partnership

(Detailed building information is provided at: www.HuntsvilleAlabamaUSA.com/nssc/site.html).
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Cummings Research Park

· 2nd Largest Research &

Technology Park in the U.S.

· 225 Companies

· 22,500 Employees

· State-of-the-art IT infrastructure

· Strong Support Amenities

· Adjacent to Marshall Space

Flight Center

· Convenient proximity to

Airport, Interstate & Universities 

Points of Contact:

Marshall Space Flight Center



Huntsville Community

Bruce Anderson, Special Assistant


Mike Ward, Chamber of Commerce

256/544-1901





256/535-2030

Participants and Collaborators

· Marshall Space Flight Center




· City of Huntsville






· Huntsville Industrial Development Board

· State of Alabama

FACILITY DESCRIPTION

The Huntsville, Alabama facility provides an efficient and quality presence for the NSSC in the centerpiece of the second largest research park in the country.  The site’s Cummings Research Park location provides a reliable and capable technology and transportation infrastructure as well as convenient access to surrounding amenities supporting an existing technology workforce.

DESCRIPTION  - The new facility, with a design and appearance that reflects NASA’s objectives will be sited on a 13.29 acre site in Huntsville’s Cummings Research Park.  In order to meet NSSC’s schedule, the design for the Permanent facility will site-adapt Building 4600, currently under construction at Marshall Space Flight Center for the NSSC’s use in CRP.  This “Class A,” building is designed to optimize computer-based office functions with raised floors and flexible open office areas that maximize natural lighting.  The site allows for future NSSC expansion. 

As an Interim facility, Building 4600 will be used to house the first phase of occupants.  It is a completely new five story office structure scheduled for completion by February 2005 with 27,800 sq. ft. per floor that will accommodate 100 to 120 people on each floor.  The Permanent building will be a site adaptation of building 4600 that has been configured with input from the NSSC staff based on their unique requirements and needs based on the “test fit” of the temporary building.  

Facility Workspace Efficiency  

The NSSC requirements for their work environment are a compendium of physical attributes, amenities, convenience of services, flexibility of rearrangement, sustainability, and an intangible element that will foster collaborative synergies across functions.  The optimal NSSC facility will not only accommodate their operational needs, but will also reflect the NASA vision for this new, shared business support services facility.  This Nomination fulfills both goals. The building design criteria set forth by MSFC during the design of the prototype Nomination facility parallels those cited in the Nomination Criteria.

Building 4600 – the prototype design for the NSSC facility - is under construction, at over 20% complete in May 2004, and 100% complete by February 2005.  This facility will be ready for NSSC interim occupancy by June 2005.  The first NSSC roll out will be housed in this Interim facility located on the MSFC campus.  MSFC relied upon an award winning architecture firm to transform leading edge office concepts into reality for the design of Building 4600, while meeting NASA mandates to reduce energy consumption, increase building space efficiencies, and provide an enhanced work environment.

As a recruitment tool, both the Interim and Permanent facilities will show a pleasing office layout with attractive amenities such as break rooms on each floor with adjacent fresh air balconies, convenient conference room locations immediately off of the elevator lobbies and high quality finishes in entrances and office areas.  Efficient workflow and opportunities for collaborative synergies are derived from an open spacious feeling with easily understood orientation in the office areas.  

Contributors to worker productivity and satisfaction also include:

•
High quality indirect office lighting;

•
Abundant daylight with interior and exterior glare controls and outdoor views;

•
Acoustic buffers;

•
Individual workspace flexibility;

•
Ease of data and communications reconfigurations due to a raised floor system;

•
Improved indoor air quality through monitoring; and

•
A quantum leap forward from today’s office facilities in applications of new sustainable design technologies.

Each floor totals 27,800 GSF, with a gross to net ratio of 1.63 as currently planned. With modifications that suit NSSC criteria (including the reduction of the number of meeting rooms), this ratio will improve.  Current open plan and enclosed office layouts will accommodate the required number of NSSC staff. 

The core areas are efficiently grouped and separate from the office areas for security and controlled access.  Common meeting spaces open directly to each floor lobby.  Copy areas and mailrooms are located at each end of the primary corridor to reduce distance and travel times to these support areas. There are also two file rooms and two break areas per floor.  By carefully grouping all of these functions off the primary corridor, the net assignable square footage to gross area is improved and will easily meet the NSSC size requirement of between 125,000 to 135,000 gross square feet and 500 person occupancy.

PREMISES:
The Nomination meets all NSSC facility requirements as described below:  

a. Class A:  Designed for evolving computer based office requirements by the award-winning architectural firm of Thomas Miller, this “Class A” office building with its gently curving glass and precast exterior reflects NASA/s image as an agency that looks to the future.  The layout incorporates a central core that houses elevators, restrooms, stairs, mechanical and electrical support areas and mail rooms allowing the perimeter of the building to be open for maximum flexibility of the office areas.  Raised flooring throughout the office areas allows for routing of flexible communications and power wiring to serve changing layouts and requirements.  Increased electrical service capacity is also included to support the operation of this computer based office environment.  

b. Permitted Use:  The stated use of the NSSC facility meets the controlled use and zoning regulations of the Cummings Research Park West District, Article 51 of the 1989 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Huntsville.  The designs of both the Interim and Permanent facilities are ideally configured to support general office workspace functions that rely on high-end computer usage.  
c. Area of Premises:  Each of the five floors of the Permanent facility contains 27,800 gross sq. ft. for a total of 139,000 gross sq. ft. and will accommodate 100 to 120 employees per floor.  This will allow the building to house the 160 NASA civil servants and 340 Contractor employees in one structure.  The layout of MSFC’s Building 4600 will be adapted with input from NSSC to meet the specific requirements.  The reconfiguration will result in a net usable area that will meet or exceed 61% of the gross.  In the Permanent facility, 181 NUSF per person will meet the NSSC requirements as well as meet the GSA 2003 Facilities Standard for the Public Buildings Service.
d. Typical space usage: Designed to meet or exceed all current codes and regulations (NFPA, 2003 International Building Code, etc) the Permanent building includes all support areas required for the operation of a “Class A” computer based office building, including central mail room, loading dock, first floor mechanical and electrical spaces, break rooms on each floor and other necessary support functions.  In the Interim facility each floor occupied by NSSC will be provided with access security consistent with the Center’s standard for an administrative building.  For the Permanent facility, a threat and vulnerability assessment will determine the Federal Protective Security category level.

e. Facility IT Infrastructure: The Nomination site in Cummings Research Park is equipped with an advanced telecommunications infrastructure in place to serve the high level of research and technology being performed by area companies.  Local telecommunications providers offer high-speed voice and data communications to the Park via self-healing SONET networks, digital switches, and ATM packet switches.   BellSouth’s interoffice networking between central offices in CRP is a fully redundant self-healing network. 

f. Information Technology (IT): The raised floor in all office areas will accommodate the required certified Category 6 (ANSI 568b) cable so that all workstations and offices have the required phone and network drops to support both telephone and data transmission.   
g. Facility Infrastructure: Fully redundant primary facility electrical service is provided through a loop configuration that serves the research park.  On-site emergency generators are provided for safety and essential operations.   Provisions are included for extended power interruptions.  A state-of-the-art energy management system, security access control and detection and access controls are included.
h. Parking:  Both the Interim and Permanent facilities will provide parking immediately adjacent to the building with sufficient ADA compliant spaces as required by code.
i. Maintenance:  Maintenance of the Interim facility area will be provided by MSFC under terms outlined in cost provisions.  Maintenance of the Permanent facility will be provided by the lessor to conform to all standard property management practices for Class A office space.

j. Environmental Contamination Issues:  The facilities and property proposed by for the NASA Shared Services Center have no known environmental issues.  
k. Sustainable Design:  Both facilities will meet the requirements of NASA policy on facility sustainable design provided in NPD 8820.3.  The Interim facility is on the path for LEED’s certification and the new Permanent facility in Cummings Research Park will meet LEED’s silver and strive for LEED’s gold. 
l. Historic Preservation:  As both the Permanent and Interim Nomination facilities are new structures on greenfield sites, there are no Historical Preservation issues.





























































































Interim Facility


Marshall Space Flight Center


Building 4600, MSFC, AL  35812

















Madison County, Alabama


Regions Bank


Chamber of Commerce


      of Huntsville/Madison County





Permanent Facility


Cummings Research Park


xxxx Moquin Drive, Huntsville, AL  35805
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